






44

Precinct Challenges for the Future Operations of the Legislative Assembly
The Standing Committee on Legislative Management is responsible 
for the provision of security, facilities and services, and in 
cooperation with Department of Transportation, Infrastructure 
and Energy (TIE), they began the development of a Parliamentary 
Precinct Facility Plan for present and future operations of the 
Legislative Assembly in Queens Square.  While the Assembly and 
TIE work cooperatively with Parks Canada on the conservation 
of Province House, the Legislative Assembly needs to ensure a 
Legislative Assembly Precinct will result in workable facilities for 
its future operational needs.   

The offices of the Legislative Assembly are made up of the 
independent and impartial offices and officials who support 
the work of the Members. Each office has duties and 
responsibilities unique to its role as part of the institution 
of the Legislative Assembly. During 2018, the Assembly 
struggled with finding adequate space for all Members of 
the Legislature, in particular the Office of the Third Party 
and the newly Independent Member. This facility plan 
was necessary to ensure equitable space is provided for all 
Members of the Legislature and will focus on the utilization 
of existing legislative buildings in Queen’s Square.   

The Parliamentary Legislative Precinct Plan will include 
accommodations in Province House, the J. Angus MacLean 
Building, 197 Richmond Street, and the Hon. George Coles 
Building. This space for the various offices is required for 
the operation of the Legislative Assembly and includes: 
Speaker, Members, Clerk, Caucus Offices, and most Statutory 
Offices (Elections PEI, Office of the Information and Privacy 
Commissioner, and Office of the Conflict of of Interest Commissioner). 

Open Discussion for PAC Clerks and Researchers; CCPAC AGM

40th CPA Canadian Regional Parliamentary Seminar - Iqaluit, nunavut - October 11 - 13, 2018
Delegates: Speaker Francis (Buck) Watts; MLA Alan McIsaac; MLA Hal Perry; and MLA Jamie Fox

Topics – Reflecting and Respecting the Indigenous Presence in Parliaments; Proportional Representation 
and the Prince Edward Island Referendum; Life After Office; The Import and Impact of Social Media on 
the Work of Parliamentarians; Changes to Decorum in the Chamber; Mental Health Matters and their 
Impact on Members and Staff
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2016 2017 2018
number of sitting days 43 44 53
Government bills brought 59 34 43
Government bills passed 55 32 42
Private members’ bills 
brought 0 8 29

Private members’ bills 
passed 0 2 8

Private bills brought 3 0 0
Private bills passed 3 0 0

Oral Question Period
total number of questions 1,349 1,406 1,703
Longest question asked 1 min., 47 sec. 1 min. 42 sec. 1 min., 55 sec.
Longest answer given 1 min., 47 sec. 1 min., 37 sec. 1 min., 56 sec
Shortest question asked 3 seconds 8 seconds 7 seconds
Shortest answer given 1 second 7 seconds 4 seconds

Ministerial Statements
Total number of statements 132 121 129
Average length of state-
ments 2 min., 30 sec. 2 min., 36 sec. 2 min., 20 sec.

Longest statement 5 min., 45 sec. 18 min., 54 sec. 5 min., 15 sec.
Shortest statement 1 min. 22 sec. 1 min. 19 sec. 1 min,. 14 sec.

Motions
Government 18 7 12
Other than Government 68 42 56
Introduced Jointly 1 1 3
Passed 18 6 8
number of written 
questions submitted 1,092 438 223

number of written 
answers submitted 1,032 114 150

2018 House Statistics
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LEGISLAtIvE SERvICES
Administration
Equipment
Materials, Supplies & Services
Professional Services
Salaries
Travel & Training

Government Members’ Office
Administration
Salaries

Opposition Members’ Office
Administration
Salaries

third Party Office
Administration
Salaries

total Legislative Services

Members
Administration
Salaries
Travel and training

Total Members

132,361
45,479
34,826
20,531

1,489,946
             42,143
       1,765,286

88,209
           237,173
           325,382

70,357
           393,575
           463,932

18,417
             64,575
             82,992

       2,637,592

3,736
2,228,893

             86,306
       2,318,935

       2,318,935

expenses $

163,100
78,500
82,800
20,000

1,488,000
          55,000
    1,887,400

120,400
        287,300
        407,700

120,400
        345,100
        465,500

20,000
          68,000
          88,000

    2,848,600

--
2,243,900

        130,000
    2,373,900

    2,373,900

estimates $  

The information below has been taken from the Public Accounts of the Province of Prince Edward 
Island, Volume II, for the year ended March 31, 2018. The Public Accounts provide the most 
current information comparing actual expenditures (Expenses column) to the budgeted estimates 
(Estimates column).

Legislative Assembly Budget & Expenses
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OFFICE OF tHE COnFLICt OF IntERESt COMMISSIOnER
Materials, Supplies & Services
Salaries
Travel & Training
total Office of the Conflict of Interest Commissioner

OFFICE OF tHE InFORMAtIOn AnD PRIvACY 
COMMISSIONER
Administration
Materials, Supplies & Services
Professional Services
Salaries
Travel & Training
total Office of the Information and Privacy Commissioner

ELECtIOnS P.E.I.
Administration
Equipment
Materials, Supplies & Services
Professional Services
Salaries
Travel & Training
total Elections P.E.I

ELECtORAL BOunDARIES COMMISSIOn
Administration
Materials, Supplies & Services
Salaries
Travel and Training
Total Electoral Boundaries Commission

tOtAL LEGISLAtIvE ASSEMBLY

4,124
49,648

                  352
             54,124

3,373
178

31,064
188,104

               4,022
           226,741

19,079
6,233

26,766
5,198

297,908
             10,311
           365,495

220
8,460

18,546
1,185

28,411

       5,631,298

expenses $

10,000
46,200

            3,200
          59,400

4,900
1,600

17,000
187,500

            5,000
        216,000

8,200
1,300
2,500

14,000
279,800

            4,000
        309,800

67,000
--
--
--

67,000

    5,874,700

estimates $  
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The CPA is an Association of Commonwealth Parliamentarians who, irrespective of gender, race, 
religion or culture, are united by community of interest, respect for the rule of law and individual 
rights and freedoms, and by pursuit of the positive ideals of parliamentary democracy. Its 
purpose is to promote knowledge and understanding of the constitutional, legislative, economic, 
social and cultural systems within a parliamentary democratic 
framework. It undertakes this mission with particular reference to 
the countries of the Commonwealth of Nations and to countries 
having close historical and parliamentary associations with it. CPA 
provides the sole means of regular consultation among Members 
of Commonwealth Parliaments. It fosters cooperation and 
understanding among them and promotes the study of, and respect for, Parliament. 

The CPA pursues these objectives by means of 

• Annual Commonwealth Parliamentary Conferences, Regional Conferences and other 
symposiums; 

• Interparliamentary visits; 

• Parliamentary Seminars and Workshops; 

• Publications, notably The Parliamentarian, Canadian Parliamentary Review and two 
newsletters on CPA activities and on parliamentary and political events; 

• Parliamentary Information and Reference Centre communication

PEI Branch of the 
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association


