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 Responses to Questions Taken as Notice 

 
Questions by Members 

 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
We’ve heard for months that health care is a 
top priority for Islanders, but we’ve seen 
recent research suggesting that the cost of 
living and affordability is a close second, 
and in some cases, has overtaken health care 
as the most pressing concern for Canadians. 
Costs keep rising, but here in PEI, wages are 
not keeping up with inflation, further 
eroding individuals’ and families’ ability to 
spend and save. 
 
Growing wages with inflation 
 
Question to the minister of workforce: What 
exactly are you doing to grow workers’ 
paycheques so that Island families can better 
keep up with inflation? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population. 
 
Ms. Redmond: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank you to the hon. member 
for the question.  
 
I can say wholeheartedly, we do care deeply 
about Islanders. I care deeply about 
Islanders and ensuring that they have 
affordable salaries and wages to move 
through life as securely as they can, and 
we’ll continue to work hard and continue to 
examine that and look at that for future. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
But that’s not really telling us what you’re 
doing to make it easier for Islanders. 
 
This government is very proud of their 
ability to increase the minimum wage, 
touting it as some sort of great success, but 

the fact is, presently, at $14.50 per hour, no 
one can afford to live free of fear in our 
current market. 
 
Making ends meet on minimum wage 
 
Question to the minister of economic 
development: Do you think workers in your 
district who make minimum wage are able 
to make ends meet, given the current cost of 
living and housing crisis our province is 
struggling to grapple with? 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Good question. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Economic 
Development, Innovation and Trade. 
 
Mr. Arsenault: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
My department is working on various 
programs to help grow the economy in 
Prince Edward Island. Very proud of the 
work that we’ve been doing and all the 
investments we’ve been making with all our 
businesses, organizations, and individuals to 
be able to make sure that people can grow 
the economy here in Prince Edward Island. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
I’m not sure if they’re not hearing the 
questions over there, or not, but anyway, I’m 
going to continue on with another one. 
 
We know that Islanders are struggling. 
Yesterday, we had an entire discussion 
about food insecurity rates here on Prince 
Edward Island and it was clear this 
government doesn’t have a plan to address 
Islanders living without access to food. We 
know the best way to combat the cost of 
living crisis is by putting more money in the 
pockets of Islanders. 
 
Tax relief for Island workers 
 
Question to the Minister of Finance: Will 
you commit here, today, to immediate tax 
relief for workers so that more of their 
money stays in their pockets? 
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.  
 
Ms. Burridge: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Our government is committed to leaving 
more money in the pockets of Islanders, no 
question. I think I’ll leave the details of that 
for the upcoming operating budget. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
You wouldn’t even give us a peek. So, we’ll 
have to wait, and we’ll question you when 
you’re on the floor. 
 
The Island population who is impacted most 
by growing inflation and stagnant wages is 
the low-income earners and those already 
living in poverty. Despite knowing this, it 
would seem that the department of social 
development doesn’t seem to understand 
just how bad things are for these individuals. 
 
Dignity for struggling Islanders 
 
Question to the minister of social 
development: Do you believe Islanders who 
are struggling to make ends meet deserve to 
live with dignity, free of the fear of how 
they will put food on the table or how they 
will pay next month’s rent? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Thank you, hon. member, for the question. 
 
Yes, I do. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you. 
Thank you for the clear response. 
 
While it was clear to hear all of these 
ministers stand up and profess to understand 
and to sympathize with Islanders who are 
struggling to make ends meet, their level of 
commitment to provide actual solutions is 
less than reassuring, from what we’ve heard.  
 

Support for livable wage 
 
Question to the minister of social 
development: You did say yes. Do you 
support every Islander earning a livable 
wage here on PEI so that no one has to live 
in poverty? 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Good question. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you for the question.  
 
I don’t think that anyone should live in 
poverty, hon. member. Government is 
committed to enhancing food security for all 
Islanders, and especially children.  
 
This government has been investing in 
community partners, seniors’ food project, 
community fridge, food bank, Salvation 
Army, and the list goes on. So, no, no one 
should be living in poverty. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
My question was: Do you support every 
Islander earning a livable wage here in 
Prince Edward Island so that no one has to 
live in poverty? It’s either a yes or a no. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you very much, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
Eliminating poverty, again, requires an 
effort from both the Province and the 
community. Government is certainly not just 
the one to handle this, and we’re working 
together with the nonprofits, and everybody 
that we can, to eliminate poverty. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: I don’t want to 
hear that again, so I’m going to move on. 
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Madam Speaker, it’s unfortunate to hear that 
this minister of social development won’t 
commit to eradicating poverty in our own 
province.  
 
Question to the Minister of Finance: Will 
you support every Islander earning a livable 
wage so that no one has to live in poverty? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.  
 
Ms. Burridge: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I don’t think anyone in this government 
wants to see people struggle under that 
poverty line. So, again, I’ll leave a lot of this 
language in the operating budget. You will 
see that we’re trying to help Islanders keep 
money in their pockets moving forward, 
which should aid as any help, and we’re also 
going to be making investments in different 
areas, for sure, that will help every Islander.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
Question to the minister of economic 
development: Will you support every 
Islander earning a livable wage so that no 
one has to live in poverty here on Prince 
Edward Island? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Economic 
Development, Innovation and Trade. 
 
Mr. Arsenault: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. Thank you, hon. member, for the 
question.  
 
As you know, my department is very 
involved in helping economic growth. We 
have a multitude of different programs 
already in place, and we have been working 
with our stakeholders and our partners and 
our community partners in assisting them in 
any way, shape, or form that we could 
during Fiona, during different scenarios that 
PEI was facing.  
 
Our department is in tune with what is 
happening, and we want to make sure that 
we support any way, shape, or form that we 
can. They’re our businesses, our 
organizations, and our individuals. So, we 
are already in that line of providing 

Islanders with great supports through our 
loans program, through our grant program, 
through Innovation PEI, and we will 
continue to do so.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
It’s getting frustrating here that they won’t 
actually commit to supporting this.  
 
So, I’m going to ask another minister, the 
minister of workforce: Will you support 
every Islander earning a livable wage so that 
no one on Prince Edward Island has to live 
in poverty? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population. 
 
Ms. Redmond: Thank you for the question, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
To answer that, we have a continued will to 
assist with looking at the minimum wage 
rates and put increases where we can, and 
we’re continuing to look at programs to help 
transition into the labour market. We’re 
continuing to look at ways to help Islanders 
to work through these challenging times, 
and we are continuing and will be 
committed to doing so.  
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
It’s really frustrating and sad to hear so 
many Cabinet ministers stand up here and 
not show the support to eradicating poverty 
by implementing a livable wage here on 
Prince Edward Island.  
 
Commit to eradicate poverty with livable 
wage 
 
So, question to the Premier: As the Premier 
and a leader of our province, will you 
commit to eradicating poverty by 
introducing a livable wage for all Islanders? 
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Speaker: The hon. Premier.  
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank the hon. leader for the 
question.  
 
I think I would reiterate much of what many 
of my colleagues have said. I think 
everybody in Prince Edward Island would 
like to make sure we can do everything we 
can to make sure all Islanders have the best 
chance at a healthy and successful life, and 
that includes wages.  
 
There are opportunities that we’ve taken 
through contracts that we’ve negotiated with 
unions on behalf of the public sector where 
we’ve continued to lift the wages. We 
continue to work with the private sector to 
increase the minimum wage.  
 
There’s a delicate balance here that we have 
to be all mindful of, and I know the hon. 
Leader of the Opposition would agree that 
so much of our workforce is in the private 
sector, that we can’t just automatically 
download things onto the private sector, and 
in the process of doing that, increase the cost 
of goods and services. 
 
So, a roundabout way to say I’d like to 
continue to do everything we can to lift the 
wages for Islanders across the board, and it’s 
something we all should be committed to, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Timely access to mental health services is 
crucial for early detection of mental illness, 
prevention of escalation of symptoms, 
reducing risk of self-harm, and enhancing 
overall wellness.  
 
Just last week, we learned that the police 
services have been dealing with an alarming 
increase in mental health assistance calls. 
Since 2018, the volume of calls has tripled 
from 636 calls to 1,916 calls in 2022 just in 
Charlottetown. This data shows a significant 
gap with access to mental health supports. 
 
Assisting with mental health concerns 
 

Question to the Premier: Aside from taking 
more than four years to build a facility, what 
is your government’s plan to assist Islanders 
as they struggle to navigate their mental 
health concerns?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier.  
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I think this 
is a very important question, a very 
important issue for all Islanders.  
 
Over the course of the last couple of years, 
we’ve implemented the mobile mental 
health units, which has improved the 
response times for those dealing with mental 
health challenges. We’ve also implemented 
the single point of access call for Islanders 
to get into the system a little bit faster.  
 
We’ll continue with those initiatives, but it’s 
an important that we have to put a lot of 
emphasis, time, money, and resources on to 
continue to improve. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: The mobile mental health 
units experienced exceptional delays upon 
launch, they’re not open 24 hours, and the 
single point of call is clearly not working, 
with over 1,900 calls to the Charlottetown 
Police. 
 
Improving access to mental health  
 
What are we doing to make sure that the 
police, the units, and everybody within the 
system are talking to each other? What is 
your government doing to fix this important 
problem? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: I do think that’s an 
important aspect of this, is that it’s to 
continue to work with so many partners, the 
private sector but also those in the NGO 
community, for example, to make sure we 
can best utilize the resources we have for the 
people who need them. 
 
I would suggest that the single point of 
access has made it a lot easier for 
individuals to get into the system. I think it’s 
something we need to continue to focus on 
and improve upon, but I do think we need to 
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continue to work together with all of our 
partners to do a better job of making sure 
Islanders in need can get access to care 
when they need it as quickly as possible. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Mr. Premier, for 
that. 
 
Staying with the Premier but just a slightly 
different topic, Victoria Day. Mental health 
concerns are across the board but especially 
I’m worried about the mental health 
concerns, too, within our main hospital.  
 
The acute care providers at the QEH are 
concerned with the ICU at Prince County 
Hospital closed and the constant shutdowns 
of rural ERs. Shutdowns and ERs are often 
felt at the main hospital within 12 to 18 
hours. Already, morale is low, and they are 
hurting. 
 
Resources to QEH for extra load 
 
What extra resources and assets are being 
given to the QEH to handle the extra load 
while we sort out this crisis? 
 
An Hon. Member: Great question. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Well, Madam Speaker, I 
would be the first to say that in the 
challenging time that we have and the 
decisions that have to be made based on the 
challenges in human resources that, 
obviously, any time you make a decision, it 
has impacts. 
 
Operationally, I would probably want to just 
go back and talk to Dr. Gardam and some of 
the senior executive team. I’ve only been in 
the job of minister of health for 30 hours, 
but I will go back to get that information. 
 
I think there is obviously a redeployment of 
resources where possible to try to alleviate 
some of the burdens, but obviously we need 
to do more in the field of recruitment. 
 
The Leader of the Opposition talked about 
retention, and in this climate, we have to 
realize that retention is recruitment and we 
have to put continued focus on that.  

But to get back to the operational situation 
with QEH picking up some of the overlap 
from the challenges of PCH, I’ll get back to 
you as soon as I possibly can on that. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
A few days ago, I think you had mentioned 
that you do talk to Dr. Gardam every day 
before you were the acting minister of 
health. You should have these. We’re 
reacting to one of the biggest crises, as I see 
it, in Prince Edward Island’s health care 
history with shutting down over 40% of ICU 
beds in our province. 
 
We don’t have time anymore. We’re into a 
triage or an important part that I have to 
know that government has taken this 
seriously and working with this. 
 
Other provinces on standby re: health 
 
Has your government notified other 
provinces to be on standby to receive more 
patients from PEI if the QEH becomes 
overwhelmed, especially as we head into the 
long weekend? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, just to 
clarify, I talk to Dr. Gardam on a weekly 
basis. I don’t speak to him daily unless 
something comes up where I need to, but I 
do meet regularly with individuals from the 
health and wellness department, along with 
Health PEI. 
 
Yesterday, I met for an hour or so with Dr. 
Meghan Miller, who heads up our 
physicians recruiting physicians department, 
as well. 
 
To date, as of nine o’clock this morning, six 
patients have been transferred from PCH to 
QEH. Two have been transported back. 
We’ll continue to monitor that. As we have 
always prior to the situation at PCH, we 
work with partners in Nova Scotia and New 
Brunswick for the critical cases, and that 
continues to be the case. 
 
Whether or not our senior health officials 
have contacted those two hospitals, I can’t 
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say for sure, but I’ll double-check. But I 
think it’s in the general daily course of 
business in treating critical care patients that 
they would do so, but I’ll just double-check 
to confirm that. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Just to change gears, we talk about mental 
health today. I’m talking about mental 
health within our housing continuum. 
 
Housing is a basic need, and we have long 
discussed in the past sitting of the 
Legislature, and agreed, that housing is a 
human right. Our mental health is hurting 
within this community. 
 
Question to the minister of housing: 
Yesterday, you mentioned that transitional 
housing units increased. That is not quite 
right. The former Smith Lodge was 
promised in January 2020 by your 
government to be a 28-unit transitional 
housing facility. Until the very recent past, 
that facility only had nine beds; now an 
additional nine. 
 
Plan for new transitional housing units 
(further) 
 
Question to the minister: How many more 
transitional units will you be creating over 
the next 24 months? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We do have plans to expand our transitional 
housing in the province. I can say that there 
are about 18 new beds in the works, and 
there is potential to work with some of our 
other partners to expand transitional housing 
services. Those discussions are ongoing.  
 
As I’ve said before, this is an area of our 
housing continuum, along with many others, 
that we’ll continue to expand upon and 
invest in. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 

Mr. McNeilly: You indicated that the 
Salvation Army is delivering transitional 
housing services at the former Smith Lodge. 
Minister, the contract for the Salvation 
Army expired in March.  
 
Salvation Army contract re: housing 
 
Minister, is there a new contract in place, 
and will you table that contract in the 
Legislature? Is there a new contract in place, 
and will you table the new contract, or the 
contract that has these new beds attached to 
it, in the Legislature?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: I didn’t say there were new beds 
attached to the Weymouth Street –  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Smith Lodge. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Smith Lodge, sorry, yes. That’s 
not what I said.  
 
I wasn’t aware there was a new contract. I’d 
be happy to table that in the House. As I 
said, there are ongoing discussions about 
expanding our transitional beds. Some of 
these are, as yet, unannounced. I’m not 
prepared to announce them here today. 
There are discussions about expanding 
transitional bed services at some of our other 
existing partners.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Is there a contract in place 
currently with the Salvation Army, and will 
you table that, and is it a new contract? 
Because it expired in March. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Yes. I’m sorry, Madam 
Speaker, I am unaware of the current state of 
the contract with the Salvation Army for 
Smith Lodge. I’d be happy to get back to 
you with details about that. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Mr. Henderson: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
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Hurricane Fiona left a path of destruction 
when she blew through PEI in September of 
last year. The effects are still being felt as 
cleanup continues for many Islanders, and 
tourism operations, trails, rink properties are 
still cleaning up from the devastation caused 
by Fiona’s fury.  
 
Those in the oyster industry are among those 
still dealing with the damage, and this major 
industry is the leading exporter of oysters in 
eastern Canada. I’ve had numerous oyster 
growers show me the devastating impacts of 
Fiona and the aftermath, where new 
channels have been caused in the Conway 
Sandhills, causing extra turbidity and 
current, which impacts those oyster cages 
and gear, impacting the management of 
these oysters. 
 
Relocating oyster leases 
 
Question to the Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture: Can these 
shellfish leaseholders move their leases to a 
more climate-friendly location that reduces 
the economic risks from a future storm that 
will be inevitable? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
That is a good question. Currently right 
now, the department is working on a policy 
to allow for the movement of these leases 
when significant events such as Hurricane 
Fiona took place, because it’s out of our 
control. They lost a whole protective sand 
dune there, which has caused the need for 
movement. 
 
We’re working on the policy now. 
Hopefully, very soon, we’ll be able to come 
back with that policy. They’re working with 
industry. We want to make sure that – you 
know, once you move gear, others are 
concerned as well. So, we’re working on it. 
Hopefully we’ll have a solution very soon. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 
 

Prince Edward Island, like many other 
places, is battling hard to both attract and 
keep frontline medical staff. One of the 
factors considered by health care workers 
when they choose where they want to work 
is the electronic medical records system 
that’s used there. Is it efficient? Does it 
reduce clerical time? Is it tried and trusted in 
other jurisdictions? 
 
Well, it appears our province’s choice of 
electronic medical records system is none of 
these things. It’s so bad that it’s actually 
chasing doctors away. 
 
Choice of EMR system 
 
A question to the Premier: Why is PEI 
pursuing an untried and, by all accounts, 
user-unfriendly system? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I think the 
health care system is trying to move into the 
21st century and to have the electronic 
medical records system which will bring 
efficiency to the system and will, at the end 
of the day, make it easier for those working 
in the system, but also those accessing the 
system to have a more efficient level of care 
and a system that can talk to one another. 
 
In terms of Prince Edward Island, I know 
change is difficult. I think we’ve done things 
a certain way for a long time, and when you 
go to implement new exercises, it won’t 
work for everybody. We recognize that there 
have been challenges along the way here, 
but the pathway to getting PEI onto the 
electronic medical records system is 
something that’s long overdue, and we’ll 
continue to work on that. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, first supplementary. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
It’s hard enough to attract new medical 
health professionals from away, but we 
know that even doctors with deep and 
longstanding roots here on Prince Edward 
Island are choosing to leave, and in one 
case, primarily because of the awful EMR 
system that we have. I’m going to be tabling 
some documents to support this in a minute. 
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Fixing problems with EMR system 
 
To the Premier: What are you doing to fix 
this serious problem and get us an EMR 
system that actually works? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: I appreciate the question.  
 
It is a challenge, implementing a new 
system, because many of our physicians 
have done things a certain way. Some have 
been further advanced, some haven’t been, 
and trying to marry all of them into one 
system is, without a doubt, a challenging 
undertaking.  
 
I will go back to the Health PEI senior 
leadership team to get a full update on where 
it’s at and try to bring back a little bit more 
information to the hon. member.  
 
Again, as I say, trying to bring an electronic 
system to the province, at the end of the day, 
will make it better for the patients and those 
who serve within the health care system. It’s 
something that is done, as far as I know, in 
every other jurisdiction in the country.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, your second supplementary.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Let me be clear, I’m absolutely in favour of 
us installing an EMR system here. It just has 
to work. It has to bring us into the 21st 
century, and that’s the problem here.  
 
It also has to work for patients, as the 
Premier said, but this past fall, it was 
reported that more than 700 referrals to 
OB/GYN were missed because of faults in 
this EMR. There were also another thousand 
other missed referrals, and those have never 
been made public. 
 
Referrals require two steps with this system 
that we have. First, the family doctor has to 
create and save a referral on the system on 
the computer, and the second step is for that 
physician to print off the referral and fax it – 
fax it – to the referral clinic. Talk about 
moving us into the 21st century; an EMR 
that requires a fax machine. 
 

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Method for choosing EMR system 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: A question to the 
Premier: Doctors, unions, and bureaucrats 
have all told you about this and other serious 
challenges with this EMR. How and why 
was this system chosen, and what are you 
doing to make it functional? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Again, Madam Speaker, 
some of the particulars of this, I will have to 
go back and get some further information to 
share with the hon. member.  
 
Again, the initiative to bring the system in 
Prince Edward Island under an electronic 
system, I think, is something that is long 
overdue and needs to be done, but as to the 
particulars, I would like to take that under 
advisement and take it back here as soon as I 
possibly can. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.  
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Two years ago, the Legislature passed the 
Greens’ Poverty Elimination Strategy Act, 
which commits government to reducing 
childhood food insecurity to zero percent by 
2025. When we discussed this legislation 
with government at the time, this was what 
we believed to be a realistic target, but the 
data shows this government is moving in the 
wrong direction. 
 
Target to eliminate childhood food 
insecurity 
 
Does the Minister of Social Development 
and Seniors believe her government will still 
eliminate childhood food insecurity by 
2025? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you, hon. member, for that 
question. 
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Eliminating poverty in this province requires 
a province-wide effort; not just government, 
and certainly not just one department.  
 
The 2021 Canadian Income Survey showed 
that PEI had a poverty rate the same as the 
national average of 7.4 percent; 
improvement over the 13.4 percent in 2018, 
and 7.6 percent in 2020. For persons under 
18 years, the poverty rate dropped from 12.5 
in 2018 to 4.4 in 2021. 
 
If we are able to maintain these rates, we 
will have met the 2025 targets under the 
Poverty Elimination Strategy Act here on 
Prince Edward Island.  
 
If we continue to do what we’ve been doing, 
we will eliminate (Indistinct) –  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Oh, I don’t think so. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Ms. Ramsay: That’s the facts.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your first 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
If we continue what we’re doing? Childhood 
food insecurity has gotten worse – 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Ms. Bernard: – in the last year. If we 
continue what we’re doing, we will never 
eradicate childhood food insecurity. 
 
Unfortunately, the nice words coming from 
over there don’t solve food insecurity; action 
does. The PC platform included $30,000, 
which is the cost of a car, for a universal 
breakfast program pilot. 
 
Budget for childhood food insecurity 
 
My question to the Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors is: How far will 
$30,000 go to reduce childhood food 
insecurity in PEI? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors.  
 

Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you for the question. 
 
Government is committed to enhancing food 
securities for all Islanders, and especially 
children. We have made historic 
investments; $40 million. Last year, the 
school program served 470,000 
schoolchildren. This government is 
committed, working with community 
partners, seniors food projects, community 
fridge, food banks, Salvation Army, and as I 
said earlier, the list goes on. 
 
This government is committed. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your second 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We do need to be committed from this, but 
we’ve been hearing this PC government is 
committed to this for the last four years and 
our childhood food insecurity rates continue 
to get worse and worse and worse. We need 
action, not words.  
 
Tory times are tough times, clearly. The 
CBC reported yesterday evening that the 
School Food Program is in desperate need of 
significantly increased funding. The 
program is having to change ingredients to 
cut costs, as fewer and fewer Islanders are 
able to pay for these meals. The principals 
said they didn’t know what we would do 
without this program. 
 
Commitment to universal school food 
program  
 
Will this government commit to converting 
our School Food Program into a universal 
free school food program? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors.  
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Thank you, hon. member. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
An Hon. Member: Pay what you can. 
 
Speaker: No, it’s pay what you can. 
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Ms. Ramsay: As I said, yes, it’s pay what 
you can. 
 
Premier King: No, it’s free. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Ms. Ramsay: This organization – 
 
Speaker: The minister has the floor. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: – provided approximately 
470,000 meals, as I’ve said time and time 
again. We recognize the cost of inflation has 
put pressure on the organization. 
 
Last year, we provided the organization 
approximately 3.5 million as a base budget. 
The Department of Social Development and 
Seniors has yet to present its operating 
budget. I believe the hon. member will be 
pleased to see the funding amounts allocated 
to the PEI School Food Program is in the 
upcoming budget. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Summerside-Wilmot. 
 
Mr. DesRoches: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
An issue of concern that I heard in my 
district when I was going door to door 
involved illegal activity that was being 
transacted in residential homes. Concerns 
around this were nuisance and personal 
safety as a result of the nearby property 
being active in illegal activity. 
 
I know of four such properties in my district 
alone, as does the police force. They do a lot 
to deal with it, but the process is very 
timely.  
 
I think of one specific house with illegal 
activity going on in District 21 that is a 
thorn in the side for a great subdivision. This 
house has had no power for the last nine 
months, they’ve had no utilities for the last 
nine months, but that never stopped people 
from living there. It never stopped them 
from running transfer trucks all hours of the 
evening to get supplemental power to run a 
light.  
 

It takes a lot of resources from our police 
force as they park across the street trying to 
curb some of it. They do regular drive-bys 
and whatnot. They try to do their part. 
 
Illegal activity in residential homes 
 
Question for the Minister of Justice, Public 
Safety and Attorney General: What tools 
currently exist in the legislative toolbox to 
help law enforcement to deal with this kind 
of situation? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice, 
Public Safety and Attorney General.  
 
Mr. Thompson: Thank you to the Member 
from Summerside-Wilmot for asking that 
tough question; hard-hitting questions from 
the new member. I can tell he cares about 
his constituents and his neighbours quite 
well. 
 
I know we do struggle with some of these 
situations and police have limitations in 
what they can do, but we are working on 
safer community and neighbourhood 
legislation, which I believe there might be a 
motion coming from the members across 
there on that –  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Mr. Thompson: – and it’s something that I 
would love to talk to you more about. The 
federal legislation is limiting some of our 
local forces, but whatever we can do to 
improve the safety of all Islanders is 
important to me. 
 
Mr. Fox: Federal government (Indistinct) 
tough on crime –  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Summerside-Wilmot. 
 
Tyler DesRoches: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Thank you, hon. member. I look forward to 
debating that motion when we get to it.  
 
One of the concerns that the neighbours 
shared with me was around the situations 
where residents from these properties may 
have been having their costs covered 
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through government support programs like 
income assistance. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
Ineligibility of support re: illegal activity 
 
Tyler DesRoches: Question for the 
Attorney General: Is there anything in law 
currently that would prevent someone from 
engaging in an illegal drug activity in a 
resident that is being funded and made 
eligible by government support? 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Justice, 
Public Safety and Attorney General. 
 
Mr. Thompson: There is legislation in the 
Criminal Code. That’s federal, but it’s 
something that, definitely, we have to look 
at. We have to tough on crime. 
 
I want to give a shout-out to the Joint Forces 
officers in your area. They do a tremendous 
job. The JFO in Summerside with the 
RCMP and the Summerside municipal 
police force do a tremendous job. Anything 
we can do to support them, support the 
municipal forces, we will do.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Summerside-Wilmot, your second 
supplementary.  
 
Tyler DesRoches: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank you, Deputy Premier.  
 
I do agree, our Joint Forces Operations are a 
great asset in Summerside.  
 
Another aspect of this is around public 
housing units where a resident is engaging 
in illegal activities out of their homes. This 
has also created a nuisance and fear for the 
public that live around them. We have heard 
the process to remove them can be timely, at 
the cost of quality of life of the residents that 
live around them and is having to deal with 
this.  
 
Illegal activity in public housing 
 
Question for the minister of housing: Are 
there any policies or mechanisms in place to 

protect residents that live around public 
housing from having to live with this illegal 
activity next to them? 
 
Mr. Fox: It’s called the Criminal Code.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Rob Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you for the question.  
 
Immediately upon assuming responsibility 
for this department, we were faced with a 
specific problem I know you’re referring to 
in your district, and I know that in some 
cases, residents put up with a lot. We have 
to be careful to draw the line between clients 
in our public housing. We have to draw the 
line between what’s problematic and 
disturbing behavior and what’s illegal. I 
know the police were involved a lot in 
assessing the situation, but we were 
eventually able to get an emergency eviction 
through IRAC.  
 
I know that it required a lot of patience on 
the part of the residents in the area, but 
tenants have rights, and we have to follow 
the law and the process. In this case, I’m 
glad that it’s finally resolved, but it did 
require some patience and following a 
process.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald.  
 
Mr. Trivers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We live in an inflationary environment and 
costs across the board have increased 
significantly over the last few years. It 
doesn’t matter whether you’re a homeowner, 
a tenant, or a landlord, those costs have gone 
up.  
 
The Premier decided to ignore the carefully 
calculated IRAC recommendations and 
completely eliminated any allowable rent 
increases this year. Not even a small 
increase was allowed, even though most 
tenants can afford a small increase. We even 
heard that directly from tenants in the news 
recently. And government has a plethora of 
programs to help tenants – 
 
An Hon. Member: A plethora.  
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Mr. Trivers: – who can’t afford their rent. 
Instead, the decision was made to freeze 
rents and provide a relief program to 
landlords. Okay.  
 
So, for example, a 2023 rental unit property 
tax subsidy was implemented; however, 
landlords are telling me this subsidy is 
woefully inadequate, working out to 
approximately 2 percent in most cases. Only 
2 percent, when property taxes themselves 
have gone up, in most cases, well over 10 
percent in the last couple of years.  
 
So, it’s no wonder that we are seeing a 
decrease in affordable rental housing on 
PEI, as many landlords, especially longtime 
landlords, looking to – 
 
Speaker: Hon. member, do you have a 
question? 
 
Mr. Trivers: Yes – locked into low rents 
(Indistinct) are sustaining ongoing losses 
with no ability to stop them and are simply 
getting out of the rental housing business. 
 
Freezing property taxes for rentals 
 
Question to the Premier: Will you roll back 
and freeze property taxes for rental 
properties to at least 2020 levels in an effort 
to stop the elimination of affordable rental 
housing? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, first of all, 
we implemented a pause on a 10 percent 
rent increase at a time when 17 or 18,000 
Islanders were being impacted with rising 
costs of food, fuel, and everything else. It 
was something that we needed to do. 
 
We’ve tried very hard to implement 
programs that can assist those landlords, 
which are important in the big scheme of 
things. No government program we would 
ever put through would be perfect, and it 
was never designed to make everybody 
“whole”. Until we implemented the act, we 
wanted to make sure that there was a level 
playing field for those and they didn’t need 
to be unfairly impacted.  
 
The rent increase, across the board, as I’ve 
said many times in here, we realize that 
there are individuals who had been heating 

their apartments with oil, et cetera, that 
would need to increase the rent, but we 
didn’t also see a need to increase rent for 
new properties that are already at a high 
level of rent when they hadn’t seen increases 
in electricity or anything else that they 
needed. So, we tried to find the threshold, 
and I’m very proud that we stood here and 
we stopped a 10 percent increase in rent. I’ll 
never regret doing it, Madam Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald, your first supplementary. 
 
Mr. Trivers: Madam Speaker, affordable 
housing is what is being reduced and is 
taking the brunt of these policies.  
 
On the other hand, the Premier decided to do 
something different for owner-occupied 
properties, and they introduced a property 
tax subsidy that eliminates owner-occupied 
taxes – an increase, at least – by providing a 
subsidy to match; essentially freezing taxes, 
at least in the short term, for the last couple 
of years this has happened. 
 
In fact, this subsidy is especially frustrating 
to small landlords because the Real Property 
Assessment Act defines an owner-occupied 
residential property as one where a property 
owner “…did not lease or rent any part of 
the residential property.” This means 
homeowners trying to make ends meet by 
doing things like renting out their basement, 
at the same time providing much-needed 
affordable rental housing, don’t even qualify 
for the property tax subsidy for owner-
occupied properties. 
 
Differences in property tax freezes 
 
A question to the Premier: If you really want 
to provide relief to landlords, especially 
small landlords, why didn’t you freeze rental 
property taxes the same way you did for 
owner-occupied property taxes? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, that is a 
good question. 
 
I guess it really would require us to 
determine who would actually need to see 
that increase. It’s hard, as I’ve said in here 
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many times – and I know Hannah Bell is not 
here anymore, and she would always 
criticize me for saying it – but it’s hard to 
implement a government policy for a 
hundred people or for 10 people. When you 
implement policy, you try to find the level. 
 
I realize there are individual landlords that 
are impacted, but I also realize there are a lot 
of landlords who wouldn’t need to see their 
property taxes frozen.  
 
All of that to say I’ll continue to look and 
explore good ideas of how we can help. All 
of these individuals play a role in the 
housing continuum, Madam Speaker, but at 
the same time, we have to remember that 17 
or 18,000 Islanders who rent didn’t need to 
see a 10 percent increase, and that’s why we 
halted it. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Rustico-
Emerald. 
 
Mr. Trivers: Madam Speaker, the Real 
Property Assessment Act ties property 
assessment to the All-Items Consumer Price 
Index, the CPI, which increases with 
inflation. In fact, many economists believe a 
policy to have property taxes tied to CPI 
actually drives inflation. They’re saying it’s 
a bad policy. 
 
Some people consider it a tax grab that 
increases taxes right at the same time that 
Islanders need help the most to lower the 
cost of living. At the same time, the 
thresholds for programs to support people 
who can’t afford housing aren’t linked to 
CPI. I know that firsthand, that even as a 
minister, it’s a real battle to get those 
thresholds increased. 
 
Separating property taxes from CPI 
 
To the Minister of Finance: I think we’ve 
got a fresh perspective over here. I hope we 
do. Will you change the Real Property 
Assessment Act to remove this inflation-
driving tax grab that ties property taxes to 
CPI? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Finance.  
 
Ms. Burridge: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I am familiar, somewhat, on this, and I 
appreciate what you’re bringing forward. I 

think, at the end of the day, what we all want 
is appropriate and attainable housing for all 
Islanders. That’s probably our goal in all of 
this. 
 
What I can tell you, hon. member, is I will 
take what you’ve given here today, and I 
will bring it back and bring it to the team 
and see what we can come up with. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Mr. Henderson: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Just to get back and finish up our questions 
on shellfish leasing, is the minister aware of 
the impact of indecision that is happening 
thus far for these leaseholders? Does the 
minister understand that growers have to 
raise their cages and sink them every time 
inclement weather is forecast? Does he 
understand the loss of growth and the 
amount of morbidity every time this occurs? 
 
Relocating oyster leases (further) 
 
Minister, when will a policy be implemented 
for leaseholders to move – the risk of 
extreme weather events – to be able to move 
their leases? Will this happen in June? July? 
Can he be more specific? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture.  
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I know there’s a couple of individuals in 
your area that we were ready to move, and I 
believe there was some pushback from some 
others, that they didn’t want that to happen, 
so we’re just trying to find the happy 
balance to make sure it works and that 
everyone can come to an agreement when 
we do move these leases.  
 
We understand they have to be moved, and 
we hope very soon, very soon. I don’t want 
to give an exact date, but we’re working on 
it, and it will be coming very soon. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness, your final question. 
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Mr. Henderson: Minister, I remind you that 
the PEI department of fisheries has two seats 
on the PEI shellfish leasing board. 
 
Meeting with shellfish leasing board 
 
Question: Have you met with these shellfish 
leaseholders, and have you instructed your 
representatives on the board to convey the 
urgency of this issue in developing such a 
policy? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture.  
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Myself, I haven’t met with these growers, 
but I know that Neil MacNair has been 
meeting regularly and briefing me almost 
every couple of days on this situation 
because I know how important it is to them, 
and I know they’re really concerned, as am 
I. 
 
We’re hopefully going to come to a solution 
very soon. This has never been done before, 
where we’re allowing to move leases. This 
is a new policy that we’re developing. We’re 
working in partnership with DFO on it, who 
issues the leases on our behalf.  
 
I can assure you, we’re going to do 
everything we can to help these individuals 
to move their lease so that they can have a 
productive season. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: That’s the end of Question Period. 
We’re a little bit over today, folks, but that’s 
okay. 
 
 
[End of Question Period] 
 
 


