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Responses to Questions Taken as Notice 

 
Questions by Members 

 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
With health care crises unfolding in real 
time, the official opposition is committed to 
asking health care questions daily so 
Islanders know that someone is keeping this 
government accountable for their missteps 
on this file.  
 
My question today was going to be to the 
minister of health, but the Premier had 
mentioned he’s not here. I can’t see whether 
he’s here or not. He has him so far back in 
the corner, I really can’t see.  
 
Health PEI CEO statement on PCH ICU 
 
So, my question will have to be, today, to 
the Premier: Your CEO of Health PEI stated 
the other day that the ICU of Prince County 
Hospital shouldn’t be considered a real ICU. 
Do you agree with this statement from your 
Health PEI CEO? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I can assure the Leader of the Opposition 
that he can’t miss me. I’m right in front of 
him here. By the look of myself on TV, if 
the camera adds 10 pounds, there’s four 
cameras on me in here. 
 
Some Hon. Members: [Laughter]  
 
An Hon. Member: Me too. 
 
Speaker: You’re not alone. 
 
Premier King: But quite seriously, I think 
the CEO of Health PEI took some time last 
night to clarify the comments and obviously 
did not mean the intent that was taken by so 
many. I have great respect for everyone who 
works within the health system, for the CEO 
of Health PEI as well, and I was glad to see 
that opportunity taken last night to clarify 

those remarks and to also clarify his belief 
and hopes from the system and those who 
work within it. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m glad to hear that the Premier 
acknowledged that an apology was needed 
in that response, but I have to wonder if this 
is yet just another case of “do as I say, not as 
I do” with the Premier. 
 
Islanders remember that it was this Premier 
who forced nurses and frontline staff to rally 
on the steps of the Confederation Centre just 
to have their voices heard about two months 
ago. 
 
Apology to health care staff 
 
Question to the Premier: Will you finally 
stand up in this House and apologize for the 
disrespect that you and your government 
have shown our Island health care staff, 
patients and family over the past two 
months? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I have 
great respect for those who work within our 
health care system and do so much to try to 
provide a quality level of health care for 
Islanders. They’re doing it under some very 
stressful circumstances that were obviously 
exposed through the COVID situation and 
continue to be exposed today. 
 
I have a great working relationship with the 
leadership, whether it’s our College of 
Physicians, the Nurses’ Union, and others. I 
want to be a good broker and to try to 
continue to work forward and to try to work 
with all of those. I have nothing but the 
utmost respect for those who do that every 
day. It’s not just a job, it’s a public service, 
and they do it well and I respect them very 
much for it. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
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It’s no secret that food and grocery prices 
are at an all-time high, despite inflation 
continuing to fall closer to pre-pandemic 
levels when, in fact, as of April 2023, PEI’s 
inflation is below the national average, but 
food prices remain high. The majority of 
grocery chains are raking in record profits. 
 
Plan to combat inflated food prices 
 
Question to the minister responsible for food 
insecurity: Can you explain to Islanders 
what your government plans to do to combat 
inflated food prices here on Prince Edward 
Island? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
Thank you to the hon. member for the 
question. 
 
Eliminating poverty is a big job and we are 
working towards the ambitious goal to 
eliminate poverty by 2035. Forty million 
dollars was invested in social programs 
including social assistance, increasing 
shelter ceilings, and the Seniors 
Independence Initiative over the last three 
years. 
 
These increases mean that Islanders’ needs 
for receiving more resources to better meet 
their basic needs, including food, housing 
and security, transportation and 
communication, clothing, and optical. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
That was very, very broad but I’m going to 
speak and I ask you specifically regarding 
food prices. To me, that was, at the best, 
really a non-answer to that. 
 
It’s pretty clear that the government has no 
plan – no plan – to combat the inflated food 
prices in the grocery stores here on Prince 
Edward Island and they are out of touch 
with everyday Islanders who are trying to 
keep healthy foods in their home. 
 

Children in food-insecure households 
 
Question to the minister: Can you tell the 
House what percentage of children lived in a 
food-insecure household in 2019, when your 
party first came into power? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors.  
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I do not have the answer to that. I’ll bring it 
back. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
I’ll save you that trouble. It was 24.5%. It’s 
concerning that the minister doesn’t know 
her own government’s record on food 
insecurity. 
 
Question to the minister: What percentage of 
Island children are living in food insecurity 
today? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you for the question, 
hon. member. 
 
With the few short weeks that I’ve been 
here, I apologize to let you know that I do 
not have the answer to that, and I will bring 
that back. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’ll save you the trouble again. It’s 35.1 
percent.  
 
So, now, I know you’re new. I’ll give you 
that, but it’s important to be in touch with 
your file on a very important issue. We are 
aware that there’s over a third of Island 
children that are living with food insecurity 
here on Prince Edward Island. 
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Question to the same minister: I’m not sure 
if you don’t know. You should be up to date 
on that, but are you basically refusing to 
publicly admit information on food 
insecurity, that you don’t know the facts, or 
that you’re just really out of touch with what 
is going on in Island homes across Prince 
Edward Island, with one third of Island 
children not having food, healthy food every 
day? They go to bed hungry.  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Okay. This is a 
very important issue.  
 
An Hon. Member: It is. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: It’s over a third 
of Island children on Prince Edward Island 
go to bed every night hungry. You guys are 
either neglecting to – or, not neglecting, 
you’re deflecting – 
 
Speaker: Hon. member, do you have a 
question? 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Yes, I do. So, 
can I ask? Is that okay, if I ask right now? 
 
Okay. I’m going to ask you, minister: Do 
you think this is a situation that all Island 
children – let alone the third of Island 
children that go to bed hungry every night – 
is this acceptable? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
It certainly isn’t acceptable. I just want to let 
you know that the government is committed 
to enhancing food security for all Islanders, 
especially children. We have made historic 
investments in social assistance social 
programs of $40 million in the last three 
years –  
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Ms. Ramsay:  – including $7-million social 
program rates, which is helping strengthen 
food and housing poverty. 
 
Last year, the school food program served 
470,000 students. 
 

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
We as Liberals believe in helping those who 
need it the most. The Conservative 
government doesn’t even know how badly 
Islanders are struggling to put food on the 
table.  
 
I spoke to a parent just yesterday. She told 
me that every week, she has to make choices 
between putting healthy food on the table, 
paying off her credit cards that she had to 
use just to bridge the gap, or simply going 
without. This is an incredibly sad situation 
to hear about and it’s, unfortunately, too 
common. 
 
Islanders facing food insecurity 
 
Question to the minister: Would you be able 
to look at this parent in the eye and tell them 
that they don’t have to worry about next 
week’s grocery bill if you don’t even know 
how many Islanders are living in food 
insecurity? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Yes, I am willing to look them in the eye, 
because I understand that hunger is not for 
anyone on Prince Edward Island. No one 
deserves to be hungry, and this government 
is doing everything they can. They’ve 
invested $40 million in the last three years, 
and 470,000 children have been fed with 
meals in the school program. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
This is a government that has, obviously, no 
plan and no knowledge of how many Island 
families are in need of food. We have 
established that this minister doesn’t know 
how many Islanders are going without food, 
and they live in insecure situations. It’s 
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highly alarming. That CBC report from 
April of this year, they uncovered the 
numbers that all Islanders should be 
concerned about. 
 
In March of 2023, 4,700 meals were served 
through the soup kitchen; 930 Island 
families received assistance through the 
food bank. 
 
Increase in food insecurity 
 
Question to the minister: Will you tell all 
members of this House how much of an 
increase that represents? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you to the hon. member for the 
question.   
 
As I said, I’ve been here a few weeks, and I 
will definitely bring that percentage back to 
you. I do not have all the percentages, and 
I’m not going to stand here and say that I do. 
I simply haven’t had the opportunity to find 
that. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
The answer is 25 percent; 25 percent from 
last year. That’s huge; a significant increase 
that affects many, many families here on 
Prince Edward Island. I would just beg you 
to, please, get the knowledge that you need 
on this file in order to make plans because 
we need a plan to feed these families.  
 
We heard that more and more Islanders are 
at food banks and soup kitchens. We are 
seeing community fridges popping up right 
across the province at alarming rates. Thank 
goodness for volunteers who are managing 
these sources of healthy food in our 
communities.  
 
Approach to rising food costs 
 
Question to the minister: Why has your 
government taken a hands-off approach to 

rising food costs instead of actively working 
to reduce the burden of food costs for 
Islanders?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors. 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Again, I am very concerned 
that there are hungry children in Prince 
Edward Island. We’ve made historic 
investments in social assistance and social 
programs of $40 million over the last three 
years, and 470,000 schoolchildren have been 
fed. I just continue to say that we are 
concerned and I will bring back any 
information that you need, or you can come 
and speak with me at the department if 
you’d like and we could work something 
out. 
 
But the short few weeks that I’ve had, I 
don’t have statistics on everything. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Access to housing is fundamental to 
Islanders, yet it’s been overlooked by this 
government.  
 
Inadequate and insecure housing is a reality 
for far too many Islanders, and the 
consequences have been too many Islanders 
living in unsafe conditions. This can lead to 
increased vulnerability and violence, 
discrimination, social exclusion, and 
significant obstacles to securing 
employment.  
 
As noted in the Speech from the Throne, 
“Housing is a continuum that includes 
temporary shelter space, transitional 
housing, structured housing, rental units, co-
operatives, and single households.” 
 
Knowing the scope of the issue we’re facing 
is important.  
 
Number of unhoused Islanders 
 
Question to the minister of housing: How 
many Islanders are unhoused? 
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
An Hon. Member: Statistics. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m sure that the opposition staff has done 
the research and provided them with facts 
and figures that perhaps none of us on this 
side –  
 
An Hon. Member: Don’t count on it. 
 
Mr. Lantz: – have not yet memorized, but I 
will say that I’m quite aware that we have a 
significant housing problem in Prince 
Edward Island. All of us heard this at the 
doors throughout the election campaign. All 
of us understand – I believe the Leader of 
the Third Party recognized in some 
comments yesterday – that we need to work 
on the housing issue throughout the entire 
continuum. We need more housing from 
shelter space to market space. We all 
acknowledge the problem. We 
acknowledged in the Speech from the 
Throne that our housing programs were 
chronically underfunded here. 
 
We have a mandate. We’ve put a priority on 
this issue. I take it very seriously. I met 
many people throughout my district 
throughout the election campaign who are 
housing-insecure, and it bothers me. We 
need to lift people up and provide them with 
the resources they need to live in dignity. 
 
I assure you that we take this as a strong 
priority of this government. We’ll work very 
hard to alleviate the problems in the housing 
crisis here.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Well, that’s a good first 
answer, not knowing the (Indistinct), so 
congratulations on your first answer to this 
question, but –  
 
Mr. Lantz: I know you have the answer 
there for me. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Well, you know what’s 
funny, I thought I would – I should have the 
answer, but I’ve asked your government for 
four years for that answer and it wasn’t 

coming to me. So, it’s a little bit frustrating 
on this side of the House. 
 
Here’s another one. 
 
The Homeless Individuals and Families 
Information System is the way that your 
department and this province collects data. 
 
An Hon. Member: It works. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: It’s called the HIFIS system; 
the HIFIS system. 
 
Number of Islanders on HIFIS system 
 
Minister, how many Islanders are recorded 
on the HIFIS system?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I know that we suffer from somewhat of a 
lack of data around our housing issue in 
Prince Edward Island. We are in the process 
of marrying some of our data with data from 
Statistics Canada. We do expect to start 
receiving some of that back to give us 
further insight into specific data sets in 
Prince Edward Island regarding our housing 
situation. It will help guide policy into the 
future and help us get out of this crisis. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: I’m not talking about data. 
The HIFIS system measures Islanders who 
are unhoused in Prince Edward Island. You 
have it. It’s done in coordination from a lot 
of different groups. You have it, and “can 
you bring that back to me” would be a 
question, but I don’t want to blow my 
question on that, so here’s the next one. 
 
Minister, you chair the special Cabinet 
Committee on Housing. According to the 
Speech from the Throne, your committee 
will “…focus on finding ways to 
immediately increase housing starts over the 
next 24 months…” 
 
Given that housing for the most vulnerable 
is clearly part of the housing continuum, do 
you think it was appropriate to leave the 
Minister of Social Development and Seniors 
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off this committee? How will you develop a 
housing plan if you don’t have input from 
the minister responsible for our most 
vulnerable? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I would say that we have a strong 
membership of the committee to begin with. 
I look forward to the work that we’re doing. 
I have a strong relationship with the 
Minister of Social Development and 
Seniors. All of the priorities that make their 
way through our committee on housing will 
make their way through the Cabinet, and I 
have no concerns whatsoever that we’ll 
coordinate where required. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you. 
 
Maybe it was an oversight, but I would like 
to see the minister of social development 
responsible for our most vulnerable on that 
committee instead of maybe the 
environment minister on that particular 
committee, because that’s where it needs to 
be done. 
 
Just this week, we’ve heard from Blooming 
House, and they clearly raise concerns of 
lack of access to transitional housing. Sadly, 
some women have been forced to stay for 
over two years at Blooming House. They 
were very clear – and I’m very clear – that 
this is a shelter, not transitional housing. 
This has been operational since 2019 and 
it’s been full. 
 
People needing housing in that area are 
seniors, young people, people who have 
fallen on hard times – just can’t afford – 
there are various reasons why they’re there. 
 
Minister, we don’t have the transitional 
housing and actually, this government has 
gutted transitional housing.  
 
Plan for new transitional housing units 
 
I want to ask you as a new minister: How 
many new transitional housing units will 
you create over the next two years? 

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  
 
Mr. Lantz:  Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
I understand that it is a challenge to move 
people from our shelters into transitional 
housing. I know that the previous 
government here spent a great deal of effort 
to make sure that our shelter system here in 
Charlottetown was adequately resourced 
with our new facility at Park Street. 
 
We will concentrate on helping people move 
through that continuum, through transitional 
housing to attainable housing into more 
community housing across that continuum. 
 
But as I said in my first answer, we 
understand that we are under-resourced 
across that entire continuum. Yes, we need 
to work our way through that continuum and 
continue to provide more housing. We have 
a great relationship with Blooming House. 
Our staff work with them to try to find 
spaces for people to move through that 
continuum of housing. It’s just something 
that we know is a challenge and we’ll 
continue to work on it as we can. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: We don’t have any 
transitional housing because you didn’t 
build transitional housing over the four 
years. You went down in transitional 
housing. You’re the fourth minister in four 
years. I’ve been here every year looking at 
this file and I am upset at this point, and not 
at you, minister; at what’s happened over the 
last four years. 
 
We have a crisis out there, and Blooming 
House is just an example. When we’re in a 
shelter system, we cannot move people onto 
the next – to get them supports, and this has 
become a major, important issue. 
 
When will this government start to support 
the planning for our most vulnerable people 
on Prince Edward Island? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
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We have added transitional housing space. 
In fact, I was speaking at the mayor’s round 
table on homelessness last week. I was 
speaking with members of Salvation Army 
who operate transitional housing on 
Weymouth Street. 
 
As you know – I understand that you’re very 
well versed on the situation there – 
Salvation Army continues to move people 
into there on a staggered basis. They do 
have some beds still available but they’re 
staggering the entry to the facility to make 
sure that everyone’s needs are met; they’re 
settled before new residents are moved in. 
 
We are continuing to move people into 
transitional housing in that location and will 
continue to create more locations, more 
units as we are able to. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
There are rarely quick or easy fixes to 
complicated problems, and that’s never 
more true than when we look at our health 
care system.  
 
One proposed so-called solution that we’ve 
seen growing in popularity amongst 
Conservative governments across Canada is 
to farm out public services like surgeries to 
private clinics. This was done with the 
promise of greater efficiencies, of better 
access to services, and of reduced costs. 
 
Recent Canadian data, and I’m going to 
table this later this morning, suggests that 
the opposite is true. After tens of millions of 
dollars of public funds being spent on 
surgeries to for-profit private clinics, wait 
times are no better, and in some cases, 
they’re worse, and costs have soared. 
 
For-profit surgical clinics 
 
A question to the Premier: Can you assure 
Islanders, unequivocally, that you won’t be 
following the lead of your Conservative 
colleagues like Doug Ford and Danielle 
Smith, and that there is no place on Prince 
Edward Island for private, for-profit surgical 
clinics? 
 

Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Yes. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you. 
 
Yesterday, your health minister supported 
our motion to adopt the national standards of 
care in long-term care homes here on Prince 
Edward Island, and I was really delighted 
when that motion passed unanimously in 
this House. I look forward to those standards 
being adopted in regulation in our laws, how 
they govern the LTCs on Prince Edward 
Island, as soon as possible. 
 
Shift LTC from private to public 
 
To the Premier: One area where there is 
private delivery of publicly funded health 
services is in long-term care homes. How 
will you take steps to provide better and 
safer care to Island seniors, and shift these 
care homes from private, for-profit 
ownership to public ownership?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
That is a good question, and it’s a 
complicated question and situation, given 
the fact that PEI has probably more of a 
hybrid model of delivery with public and 
private than a lot of jurisdictions. I do think 
there are a lot of wonderful people providing 
wonderful care across Prince Edward Island 
through the private model, which is publicly 
funded, of course.  
 
But I do think we also learned, through 
COVID and post-COVID, that we have to 
have a greater focus on the standards and the 
delivery of service for those, in particular in 
this province and in this region, where we 
have some of the most rapidly aging 
population in the country. 
 
So, I think what we need to do, following up 
with the Michele Dorsey report, which we 
hope will come soon, and marry that with 
the recommendations at the national level. I 
think, overall, we want to work to deliver 
the best possible long-term care service 
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delivery so those in PEI who age can do so 
with dignity, and do so safely, and to be at 
home when they’re there. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, your second supplementary.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: I must say, with all due 
respect, I love you as our health minister, 
Premier. 
 
Premier King: Write that down. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Another area where there 
is private delivery of publicly funded 
services is in virtual care. Provision of 
virtual care is pulling some doctors here on 
Prince Edward Island away from the public 
service, from their patients. They’re leaving 
their jobs to provide virtual care to Island 
patients, making access for Islanders, of 
course, even worse than it already is. 
 
Moving virtual care to public system 
 
To the Premier: Is your government working 
on policies to move virtual care within the 
public system, and if so, when can we 
expect to see public delivery of virtual care 
starting here on Prince Edward Island? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
That is another great question. I think it 
really stems from the fact that I think we’re 
living through a very transformational time 
in our society, and particularly around the 
delivery of health care, as we try to do more 
for more people, as our population grows 
and ages, and the challenges around health 
human resources are what they are.  
 
I think the Maple app, as it has been 
designed, was essentially designed to try to 
have some type of level of service for those 
who can’t access a family doctor or a walk-
in clinic, for example. As we build our 
collaborative care centres, our 
neighbourhoods and homes, it has been 
filling a void, but I think no good deed goes 
unpunished. I think it has become a situation 

where maybe some doctors have found it 
more profitable and easier to sit at home on 
the couch and diagnose patients than it 
would be to go to the office, et cetera.  
 
So, I think there are significant challenges in 
how we move forward here. I think I would 
say quite honestly, to the Leader of the 
Opposition, we want to – or Leader – you’re 
still the Leader of the Opposition to me. 
 
Some Hon. Members: [Laughter]  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Premier King: No, this is a serious issue. I 
really do think we want to try to use every 
bit of innovation and technology that we can 
in this changing and transformative time to 
deliver quality health care to Islanders but I 
also want to make sure that every Islander 
knows that it is the intention of this 
government to do everything we can and we 
believe wholeheartedly in the model of 
public delivery of health care. I think that’s 
important. 
 
We have to find our way through this. A 
long, roundabout answer to the Leader of the 
Third Party to say I take your point very 
seriously. I think it’s a difficult situation 
we’re finding ourselves in, and we’re trying 
to work with all our health care 
professionals to find our way through that 
complicated situation. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.  
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We know we need to build new housing, but 
we also need to protect our existing 
affordable housing.  
 
According to census data from 2016-2021, 
the Island lost more than 1,800 rental 
households that paid less than $1,000 a 
month on housing. During the same time, 
the number of Island households paying 
more than $1,500 a month increased by 
more than 2,100.  
 
Decrease in affordable housing 
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My question for the minister is simple: 
Where has all our affordable housing gone? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Well, we continue to add to our stock of 
social housing in this province through new 
builds, through acquisitions, and those are 
ongoing. We are planning for more. 
 
We know that the price of rental properties 
is rising across the board in Prince Edward 
Island. Accordingly, the thresholds for being 
eligible for social housing continue to rise as 
well. 
 
We know that we need to continue adding to 
our inventory of social housing throughout 
the province. We try to keep it affordable for 
those in need, for those most in need, and 
will continue with those efforts to put people 
in homes that are affordable for them. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your first 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
There are all kinds of reasons why we’re 
losing that affordable housing and we should 
be tracking that. We could be tracking that, 
but your government is making a conscious 
decision not to. 
 
To preserve affordable housing, we can also 
look to jurisdictions like Montreal, which 
has used a first right of refusal to acquire 
affordable housing at market value and keep 
it out of the hands of speculators. 
 
The PEI Housing Corporation does not have 
a right of first refusal, which restricts its 
ability to acquire and maintain affordable 
housing. 
 
Right of first refusal for affordable 
housing 
 
Will the minister institute a right of first 
refusal to maintain affordable housing 
stock? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  

Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We will take every opportunity to acquire 
affordable housing when appropriate. I 
would note that acquiring properties that are 
not vacant does not add any net new units to 
our inventory.  
 
We have acquired properties in the past that 
are considered to be affordable units that 
may, in fact, be fully occupied but we’ve 
taken that opportunity, and as tenants leave 
those properties, we fill them with our 
clients. 
 
That is one way to increase our inventory, 
but I would note that we have over 1,700 
units of social housing in this province, and 
that continues to rise. We’ll continue to 
work on that number to increase our 
inventory. That’s an ongoing effort. It’s a 
priority of this government, and it will 
continue to be. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your second 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: We just lost 1,800 units so 
we know we need to build more. Whether 
we acquire them and they’re full or not, it 
doesn’t matter. This is not just about our 
social program clients. This is about 
Islanders having access to affordable 
housing. 
 
The Green Party has asked this government 
to implement a rental registry numerous, 
numerous, numerous, numerous times. This 
would protect tenants from illegal rents that 
put them further and further into debt. It 
would also give government a powerful tool 
– don’t you want more tools in your 
toolbox? – to monitor rents on PEI and 
ensure that housing is not becoming more 
and more unaffordable, which we’re seeing 
now. 
 
Instituting a rental registry 
 
Will the minister do the right thing and 
institute a rental registry or will he let 
tenants continue to pay illegal rents? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities.  
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
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I believe that no other provincial jurisdiction 
operates a registry for the purpose of 
tracking rents. The department did 
commission a report from an independent 
consultant on the need for a rental registry 
and how it might be implemented, if it’s 
required.  
 
We feel that we can accomplish the same 
goal of a rental registry through our 
Residential Tenancy Act.  
 
The act does include a number of changes 
designed to help address the issue of rent 
increases, for example, identifying the 
previous tenant rent rate on the lease; 
identifying, in advance to the Director, units 
which require evictions in order to complete 
renovations; including three years of rent 
roll on applications for greater than 
allowable rent increases. It also includes 
penalties for landlords that illegally raise the 
rent. 
 
So, there are measures in place and 
protections for these cases. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Tyne 
Valley-Sherbrooke.  
 
Mr. MacLennan: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Health care is top of mind lately, especially 
in East Prince, as the PCH works through its 
current staffing challenges. We know that 
our emergency rooms are a pressure point 
for access to care. One thing that I believe 
could help support our frontline health care 
workers would be if we could better use 
nurse practitioners in our ERs. 
 
Adding NPs, physician assistants to ERs 
 
Question to the Premier: During the 
election, our party proposed adding nurse 
practitioners and physician assistants to help 
provide care to patients in emergency rooms 
like the one at the PCH. What is the status of 
this commitment? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Well, I want to thank the 
hon. member for the question. It is an 
important question. It was a key 
commitment in our platform because in 
talking with those on the front lines, there 

are tools in the toolbox that we have within 
our system that can help alleviate some of 
the pressure points in the system. Adding 
individuals to help in the ER is one of those. 
 
We’re working, currently, through the 
department and with Health PEI, on how we 
would integrate nurse practitioners and 
physician assistants, not only into our 
emergency departments, but in other areas 
of the health system as well. We do 
recognize the value and the role that those 
individuals can play.  
 
We do want the initiative to be successful. 
We’ve been consulting with nurses and 
nurse practitioners and other health 
professionals and staff in the ER to make 
sure we’re doing this right. We’re in the 
initial stages now.  
 
But as I’ve said many times in here, hon. 
member, these changes can’t happen fast 
enough. I hope we will work with urgency 
to get them implemented as quickly as 
possible. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Tyne 
Valley-Sherbrooke, your first 
supplementary. 
 
Mr. MacLennan: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
I think this is a good idea and it was one my 
constituents liked, too, at the doorstep. 
Anything we can do to strengthen our 
frontline health teams will benefit our entire 
health system. 
 
Question to the Premier: You might have 
answered it, but are the pieces in place to be 
able to move quickly on this, to getting this 
in place within the system to improve access 
to care in our ER at PCH? 
 
Mr. McNeilly: That’s a good question. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you very much, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
It is a really good question. I think, in 
general, I would say the pieces are in place, 
but I also think we have learned as a 
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province over the last number of years – and 
even most recently with the situation at 
PCH, which I know you’re familiar with – if 
you just make one decision based on one 
piece without dealing with the other aspects 
of the health care system, you realize it can 
cause some ripple effects down the road. 
 
So, what I would again commit to saying 
here today is that we want to consult and 
work with all of those individuals who can 
play a role here, and to make sure when we 
implement this change, we will be able to do 
so in such a way that it will have the greatest 
impact, positively, on the system. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Tyne 
Valley-Sherbrooke, your second 
supplementary. 
 
Mr. MacLennan: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I was pleased to see an agreement reached in 
the new contract with our nurses. I’m 
hearing good feedback from the nurses, and 
I understand it will help make our nurse 
practitioner wages very competitive. 
 
Recruiting and retaining NPs 
 
Question to the Premier: Do you think that 
the combination of better wages and 
improved scope of practice for our nurse 
practitioners will make it easier for us to 
recruit and retain these valuable health 
professionals? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: That’s another great 
question. I would hesitate, based on my 
experience, to say any person in the health 
care system from a human resource position 
is easy to recruit. I do think it makes it easier 
for Health PEI and the department and the 
system in general to attract individuals from 
a professional basis if salary is at the level 
that it is at. I think we’re at a very 
competitive level, salary-wise. 
 
But if you talk to many on the front lines, 
and I know you have and I know others in 
this House have done so, particularly during 
the election process, wages aren’t just the 
only thing that impact. It has to do with 
work/life balance. It has to do with the 

stressors at work and working in a safe 
environment, and many, many things.  
 
But I do think while the financial situations 
of contracts tend to get a lot of the focus, I 
think if you talk to the head of the Nurses’ 
Union and the other executive members of 
their team, a lot that was dealt within this 
nurses contract, aside from money, are 
issues that you’ve been trying to deal with 
for a long time.  
 
I think that will help in the long run, but I 
would hesitate to say any recruitment in 
health care right now is easy. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Belvedere. 
 
Ms. Dillon: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Our seniors are a very valuable part of our 
community and we want them to thrive. One 
thing I’ve heard from seniors is about the 
importance of having access to technology.  
 
We heard yesterday from the finance 
minister about the Computers for Success 
program, and what a great program that’s 
being offered. 
 
Wi-Fi in seniors housing 
 
Question to the Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors: Accessing Wi-fi 
is a significant barrier for many living in 
seniors housing. Do you know of any 
provincially owned seniors housing facilities 
currently that have Wi-Fi for their residents? 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Oh, that’s a great question. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: I love this question. 
(Indistinct) 
 
Ms. Ramsay: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank you, hon. member. 
 
I do not know that. I can’t say that I do. I 
visited seniors on my campaign walk and 
that was one thing we didn’t talk about. It 
hasn’t come up with the department since 
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I’ve been there. We’ve been over many, 
many things but Wi-Fi wasn’t one of them. 
 
I do know that we do have laptops available 
for seniors, but I don’t know about the Wi-
Fi, so that’s something I could definitely 
look into. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Belvedere, your first 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Dillon: Well, that is great, and it’s great 
to have computer access. It’s not very good 
if they can’t be connected. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Ms. Dillon: The reason I ask is that, more 
and more, we rely on technology to stay 
connected with friends and family these 
days. If our seniors living in public housing 
had access to Wi-Fi, say in common rooms, 
for example, then they would help bring 
neighbours together. It would help our 
seniors stay connected, which is a very good 
way to combat social isolation. 
 
On a personal note, staying connected with 
the ones I love through technology is 
invaluable for when I have children that 
don’t live on PEI. 
 
Question to Minister of Social Development 
and Seniors: Has your department given any 
consideration to the feasibility and benefits 
of offering Wi-Fi access to seniors living in 
publicly owned housing? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Social 
Development and Seniors.  
 
Ms. Ramsay: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank you to the hon. member 
for the question. 
 
It’s a wonderful idea. I will take that back 
and I think we can probably do that if 
(Indistinct) – 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Belvedere, second 
supplementary. 
 

Ms. Dillon: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Just another point, and I’m excited to hear 
that you’ll take back that and give some 
consideration, but I just wanted to mention, 
too, that tools like Maple to access health 
care services are important for our seniors to 
be able to be a part of. It’s just another tool. 
I guess you’ve answered my question of 
whether (Indistinct) – 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Ms. Dillon: Could you commit to having 
your department look into this idea and 
adding Wi-Fi access into our publicly owned 
seniors’ facilities and report back to the 
House? 
 
Ms. Ramsay: I thank the hon. member for 
the question.  
 
Consider that done. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
An Hon. Member: (Indistinct) real good 
question. 
 
Mr. Myers: Lead story on Compass.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Mr. Henderson: (Indistinct) I can’t handle 
it anymore. 
 
Madam Speaker, I appreciate the minister of 
workforce and advanced learning sharing 
two of the three leases involving in 
SkillsPEI and CDS in O’Leary as I 
requested earlier this week. Very 
informative documents, I might say. 
 
Expenses for West Prince agency offices 
 
Can the minister of workforce and advanced 
learning explain why these two government 
agencies are spending an extra $201,648 
plus expenses for heat and lights, for this 
fiscal year, on, basically, nice offices in a 
resort municipality, and not putting it into 
the skills to make people more employable 
and try to get these people working? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population. 
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Ms. Redmond: Thank you, hon. member, 
and I’m happy that he read through the 
leases that were shared. There were three.  
 
We made the decision, as a department and 
the staff that trust, to move that for better 
accessibility and visibility. Sometimes those 
decisions get made hard; always for the best 
interests of the Islanders and the clients that 
we’re serving, which is over 800 in West 
Prince.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Ms. Redmond: So, we are doing it for those 
folks, to ensure they have accessibility to 
those services. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.  
 
Mr. Henderson: Madam Speaker, the 
problem is we’re putting money into nice, 
beautiful offices in a resort location, and 
we’re not putting it into the people who need 
the training and have the skills. 
 
But on top of this, they’re also spending 
another 28,000 because they had to lease 
two facilities. They’re going to have two 
facilities. They’re going to have one where 
they’re currently at leased for another year, 
and then they have the new facility, 
currently. 
 
Use of empty leased space in O’Leary 
 
I’m just kind of wondering, what does the 
minister have planned for these empty 
spaces? Because one of those places is going 
to be empty. What are you going to do with 
one of those spaces, minister? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population. 
 
Ms. Redmond: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank you, hon. member. 
 
I have been in conversation and I understand 
that there are other government office staff 
that will be using that space. It did allow us 
a little bit of cushion time to make the move, 
but they will be moving in to fill that space. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  

Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness, your final question. 
 
Mr. Henderson: My curiosity is piqued 
now. I’ll admit, that changes the water in the 
beans, as the saying goes, Madam Speaker. 
 
Could you maybe give our community in 
O’Leary a little bit of a hint on what these 
great new staffing – I’m hoping it will 
replace a thousand people who come to the 
community on an annual basis, as well as 15 
staff. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population. 
 
Ms. Redmond: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I don’t have the exact departments. It does 
fall under another minister’s responsibility, 
but I am happy to say that there is other staff 
moving into that space. 
 
Speaker: Before we go any further, I’m just 
going to try to nip this in the bud right away. 
A lot of long preambles; a lot of long 
answers today. We try and keep within the 
timeframe. We were close, but I let us go 
over a little bit. I’m going to try to run a 
tight ship here. I know you all like to hear 
yourselves talk, but let’s try and limit it a 
little bit so we stay within the parameters. 
 
Also, just to remind everyone, and maybe 
some of the new members don’t know, 
please do not mention people being absent 
from the House. I know the hon. Premier did 
that because we have a member who is 
going to be out for a long time, but it’s just 
something we don’t do on a regular basis, or 
at all, so please just remember to not do that. 
I’ll try and continue to make sure we all do 
what we’re supposed to in here.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
 
[End of Question Period]  
 


