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Responses to Questions Taken as Notice  
 

Questions by Members  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
The Premier and his government like to 
point at the mobile mental health crisis 
teams as an example of a glowing success in 
health care, but the truth is there’s a lot of 
questions that need to be answered about 
these teams.  
 
Status of RN, social worker positions 
 
Question to the Premier: Can you tell me 
how many RN and social worker positions 
on these teams are filled in servicing 
Islanders in need, and how many are 
currently vacant? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier.  
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I think that is some information that I would 
have to glean and bring back to the hon. 
member as soon as I can.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’ve heard him speak, too, about the success 
of it, so I just thought he may know what the 
vacancies may be within those teams.  
 
The 24-hour-a-day hotline that Islanders are 
supposed to access when seeking assistance 
from these teams are supposed to be staffed 
by RNs and social workers, but we have 
reason to believe that this isn’t the case.  
 
Staffing of mental health hotline 
 
Question to the Premier: Can you tell 
Islanders why your mobile mental health 
teams are using operation technicians, who 
use cue cards, to answer calls from those 
struggling or in distress, instead of RNs and 
social workers as originally promised? 

Speaker: The hon. Premier.  
 
Premier King: Again, Madam Speaker, I 
think this is a very important question. I 
would have to be quite honest, I’m not all 
that familiar with the day-to-day operations 
of the operational component of this, but I 
will, as I say, get back to the hon. member 
as quickly as I can to give him the answers 
that he desires on this issue.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
We seem to have found a trend with these 
mobile mental health teams, where the 
information given to the public might not be 
completely accurate; yet another example 
being the number of vehicles that these 
teams operate. The government has said that 
there are three of these vehicles, but in a 
recent meeting with the president of the 
Nurses’ Union, we were informed that there 
was only one vehicle operating.  
 
Vehicles for mobile mental health units 
 
Question to the Premier: Can you clarify for 
Islanders why there is only one of these 
three vehicles operating across our province, 
and what is the current wait time for any 
resident who is in need of this service? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Again, Madam Speaker, 
these are very important questions, and 
obviously the hon. Leader of the Opposition 
and his colleagues have had a meeting with 
the officials probably since I have. If I could 
get a full brief on the issue, I would be more 
prepared to talk about the specifics, but I 
will endeavour to get back to the Legislature 
as soon as I can with that information, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Madam 
Speaker, it’s communication. You can’t say 
you’re communicating with a department or, 
let’s say, Health PEI on a daily basis but 
you’re not speaking to those in the front 
line, those who represent the people on the 
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front line. That communication needs to be 
there.  
 
But I know that the union president has 
reached out to everyone in this room, 
everyone in this room, and has had 
conversations in the past, because she wants 
to ensure that Islanders understand what the 
situation is out there for RNs and trying to 
make it a better system for all. It’s 
concerning.  
 
The state of mental health in this province is 
also deeply concerning. We all know 
someone who’s suffering, and it seems that 
these mobile mental health teams are not 
fully operational to meet the needs of 
Islanders.  
 
We know that Medavie Blue Cross is 
making money off their contract to staff 
these teams, despite the fact that they don’t 
seem to be properly staffed.  
 
Medavie meeting service agreement terms 
 
Question to the Premier: Would you tell 
Islanders that despite the vacant staff 
positions, and despite the absence of all 
promised operational vehicles, and despite 
the fact that those in distress are not 
immediately being connected with RNs and 
social workers, and despite the long and 
growing wait times, that Medavie Blue 
Cross is meeting the terms of their service 
agreement? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier.  
 
Premier King: Well, there’s a lot to unpack 
in that question, Madam Speaker. 
 
I do meet quite often with the head of the 
Nurses’ Union. I think she’s a spectacular 
representative for nurses. She’s a strong 
voice and she has lots of good opinions and 
views, many of which we’ve implemented.  
 
In terms of the specifics of this arrangement 
that the hon. Leader of the Opposition is 
referencing, again, I’d like to get a full brief 
on it from senior staff and get back to him as 
soon as possible.  
 
I do think the mobile mental health unit is a 
good process. I would be the first to say it 
could always be better, but any tool we have 
in the toolbox to help those dealing with 

mental health challenges in PEI is something 
we should be exploring and trying to build 
upon. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.  
 
Mr. Henderson: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Very troubling news that we heard the other 
day off the shores of Prince Edward Island. 
Island fishers in LFA 24 have worked with 
DFO over the last number of years in efforts 
to find a compromise that accommodates 
both the arrival of right whales and a 
successful lobster season. 
 
Yet, here we are: a single right whale has 
shut down the most lucrative lobster grounds 
for the next 15 days, with the potential of 
areas being affected even until November 
2023, possibly one of PEI’s most lucrative 
fishing zones for the year. 
 
Discrepancy in lobster fishery shutdowns 
 
Question to the minister of fisheries: What 
reason is DFO giving you as to why a 15-
day closure can shut down LFA 24 sections, 
if another whale is spotted, it is closed until 
November in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, 
while fishers in the Bay of Fundy would 
only see their closure extended for a further 
15 days? Why the different treatment, and 
have you conveyed this discrepancy to 
Minister Murray? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I know the member did mention about one 
whale closing down a lucrative fishery. We 
have to understand that we need to protect 
the right whales and also understand that it 
is one of our primary industries on PEI. It’s 
a very delicate issue and we have to be 
careful with some of the language we use 
around it. 
 
I know the PEIFA has sent a letter to 
Minister Murray today, this morning, on 
what the member just mentioned, in terms of 
the 15-day closure that they have in the Bay 
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of Fundy and they extend the 15-day 
closure, compared to in the gulf, where they 
close it for the season. Obviously, we would 
support the PEIFA in this and we’re going to 
set up a meeting with the minister to inform 
her that we do support the PEIFA in this ask. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.  
 
Mr. Henderson: Thanks, minister. 
 
Obviously, the previous minister of PEI 
fisheries boasted that he had conversations 
almost weekly with Murray. 
 
Meeting with Minister Murray 
 
So, I’d like to know if the minister has met 
or will be meeting with Minister Murray to 
convey to her significant impacts this 
protocol will have on Island fishers. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Yes, we will be meeting with her. We 
wanted to see what the implications were 
with this before we just picked up the phone 
and called her right away. Obviously, we 
want to work with the PEIFA, industry, and 
the processors to find out what their plans 
are, suggestions they want to make, and then 
we’ll help support them with DFO. As we 
speak, we’re working on setting up a 
meeting with the minister now. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness.  
 
Mr. Henderson: Certainly, I’m aware that 
DFO does make these decisions and is 
responsible, but it is the government’s job to 
make sure that decisions of this nature are 
made; that you are taking into account the 
issues of local fishers; you’re able to convey 
those fishers’ concerns to Ottawa or 
Washington, D.C.  
 
We are talking about 15 days lost in the 
season. That is money lost to every one of 
our communities in rural Prince Edward 
Island in these fishing grounds. 
 

Alternatives to prevent whale risk 
 
Question to the minister: Has the minister 
offered up any alternatives to prevent any 
whale risk, like rope breakaways for all gear 
in the region, that were going to be 
implemented but have not been yet? Is there 
a way that we can get this maybe in place to 
alleviate some of the pressures on these 
closures? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Yes, that is something that the PEIFA is 
working on with DFO. They have some pilot 
projects underway now with breakaway gear 
and ropeless gear, but right now, it’s 
considered a preventative measure. It’s not 
in replacement of a closure. It’s a 
preventative measure.  
 
I know that a number of fisherman up that 
way do use that gear now, and I think have 
said that it works quite well, but we have to 
keep in mind what the U.S. and the Marine 
Mammal Protection Act – there’s a delicate 
balance there and we have to work with 
DFO and the PEIFA to ensure that we can 
meet all of the standards required to ship our 
product to the States. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Mr. Henderson: Yes, we certainly 
understand the delicacies of these issues, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
We’ve also seen discrepancies of the grid 
and DFO’s coordinates on the southern line 
of Kildare Cape. This is well within and 
below the 10-fathom line. 
 
Altering southern line of Kildare Cape 
 
Will you ensure that DFO makes an 
alteration to the line to ensure more ground 
can be available to these fishers 
immediately? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture.  
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
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We’re working with the PEIFA right now. 
You may have seen that letter that they have 
sent. They’ve sent in a number of requests to 
DFO, to the minister. We support them on 
all of those requests. 
 
Yes, we’re going to speak with the minister 
hopefully in the next few days. We’ll 
support the PEIFA in all of those requests. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Mr. Henderson: Thanks for that, minister. 
 
Obviously, this is pretty serious and this has 
a big impact on the livelihoods of many 
Islanders; not just the fishers themselves, but 
the people in the boats that support that, the 
people on the wharves, and the people in the 
fish plants. 
 
Compensation for fishers re: closure 
 
If these grid closures continue beyond the 15 
days, will the PEI government be providing 
any compensation to Island fishers or fish 
plant workers, or will they work with others 
to try to create compensation for these 
fishers? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture.  
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I know it’s a good question because the 
landings are very high there and this is right 
in the prime few weeks of their fishing, and 
it’s quite serious. 
 
I know the PEIFA has asked to meet with us 
and discuss this potential situation, but I 
think we’ll have to see how the next about 
10 days play out. Hopefully, we don’t need 
to come to a situation where this would need 
to happen, but of course, we’ll always be 
there to support them if we have to. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
When the federal government announced its 
$10-a-day child care program, I was ecstatic. 
As everyone knows, by making child care 
more affordable, the federal government is 

not only putting money back in the pockets 
of Islanders, but they’re making it easier for 
more and more parents to go back to work, 
which in turn increases their household 
income, their disposable income, and 
hopefully their standard of living. It’s not 
just about child care. It’s about building a 
more robust economy. 
 
Islanders accessing reduced child care 
fees 
 
Question to the minister of education: How 
many Islanders are currently benefiting from 
the reduced child care fees in PEI? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years.  
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, hon. member. 
 
It’s certainly a pleasure to rise today, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
As everyone in this House is aware, I, 
personally, our department has been 
incredibly committed to our early learning 
and child care sector here on Prince Edward 
Island. 
 
The benefits; I could go on and on for days 
regarding the benefits of these investments. I 
am really grateful for the partnership that we 
had with the federal government.  
 
In terms of the number of families that are 
currently utilizing child care, I’ll have to get 
back to the hon. member with that exact 
number. I know since July 15th, 2021, we’ve 
increased the number of new spaces by 451. 
I am very much looking forward to standing 
up in this House and announcing further 
increases in the months ahead. 
 
Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty.  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Reducing the cost is only half the battle here 
on Prince Edward Island. In 2019, PEI 
population was approximately 157,000 
people. Now, this government’s own 
reports, it’s closing in on 175,000. With all 
that growth comes challenges, especially 
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when many residents who make PEI their 
home have families and children. 
 
Early years child care enrollment data 
 
Question to the minister: Do you know how 
many Island children are not currently 
enrolled in the early years child care in this 
province? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years.  
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, hon. member, 
and Madam Speaker. 
 
I think we all understand the importance of 
planning for future growth. We’re certainly 
committed to providing healthy and safe 
learning environments for all of our Island 
children. Our littlest Islanders, we have to 
take care of them.  
 
Absolutely, I’ve been in constant 
communication with our new Minister of 
Workforce, Advanced Learning and 
Population regarding our population 
strategy. I know members of the department 
are working alongside other departments to 
ensure that we have the most up-to-date, 
fulsome population strategy, and we will be 
there to support our Island children and our 
families. 
 
Recently, many of you may have heard on 
CBC, it was announced that PEI – we know 
that PEI is leading the way, but it’s always 
good to hear from experts in the field that 
PEI is, in fact, a leader in early learning and 
child care. I’m so excited about the 
investments that we continue to make in this 
sector. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: In the response, it was just a 
simple number, but you mentioned planning. 
That’s where it falls down. I’m not seeing 
the planning for the group that does not have 
child care. That’s the problem. 
 
Number of operational child care spaces 
 

Question to the minister: How many spaces 
from infant to four years old do we currently 
have in operation in PEI?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you.  
 
Again, hon. member, I’m happy to bring that 
information back to the House. That’s 
important information. We continue to grow 
the sector. I’m very excited about the 451 
spaces that we were able to add. Again, I’m 
looking forward to announcing more 
additional spaces here in the weeks and 
months to come by designating more 
centres. We’ve had a number of family 
home centres come on board in the 
systemwide approach.  
 
Again, a lot of good work happening, and I 
want to say thank you to all the staff within 
the department for making this such a 
priority. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: I need to know these 
answers now from the minister of education. 
It has to be done on the floor of this House. 
 
Average wait times for child care  
 
A question to the minister: Could you tell 
me the average wait times families are 
seeing from the time that they get their 
names on the waitlist to when they’re able to 
access the child care spaces? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I don’t have that information off-hand, but 
I’m certainly happy to provide that to the 
House when I do. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
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I can tell you right now that parents who get 
on a waitlist at centres today are staring 
down a barrel of two to sometimes three 
years on a waitlist. 
 
A young mother I spoke to told me she was 
on a waitlist with 18 different centres 
starting when she was only five weeks 
pregnant. She actually told the child care 
centres before her family about her 
pregnancy. She was told last week that the 
time she’s expecting child care, it could be 
closer to when that child is three years old. 
 
Advice for parents seeking child care  
 
Question to the minister: What would you 
tell this mother or hundreds of families in a 
similar situation? What would suggest they 
do?  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, hon. member, 
and thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Certainly, wait times, they are a challenge. 
They’re a challenge across the country, and 
they’re most definitely a challenge for our 
infants. 
 
We tabled legislation; this House passed 
legislation in the last session, and we are 
currently in the process of firming up the 
regulations. That will certainly help to 
alleviate some of the pressures. We continue 
to grow spaces. We recognize that this is an 
area of concern, and that’s why we’re so 
committed to improving the system. We’re 
investing millions and millions, alongside 
the federal government, to continue to 
improve it.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: I know there’s a lot of 
money coming into this, but if we don’t 
know the numbers, if we don’t know where 
we are, how are we going to make sure 
we’re growing and efficiently working on 
this problem? 
 
Madam Speaker, I can tell you right now 
that – I just read that question. 

Strategy to eliminate child care backlogs 
 
Question to the minister: When are you 
going to announce a strategy to eliminate 
these backlogs so Island families can stop 
worrying about basic levels of care for their 
children and families? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
As part of our agreement with the federal 
government, we did have a two-year action 
plan set in place, which is coming to an end, 
and actually, the department, our Province, 
has exceeded the targets for space creation 
set out in the two-year action plan. We’re 
currently at 62 percent of coverage, so that 
is – apologies, hon. member, I did actually 
have the number of spaces. It’s 4,525 
spaces. Again, we’re in the process of 
confirming another action plan and I look 
forward to releasing that to the public. 
 
Hon. member, happy to have those 
conversations with you; happy to sit down 
and discuss your ideas. Hon. member, I 
know that you’re passionate about this and 
love to hear these questions coming at me 
because this is an area that I certainly am 
passionate about. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: And I know there’s been a 
lot done. It’s just that I need you to 
understand the magnitude of this, and I think 
that we all saw the magnitude of this. It 
doesn’t take too many doors to realize what 
a problem it is; people running all over the 
province trying to get child care, doing 
whatever it takes. This is causing a huge 
stress on families. 
 
Timeline for child care solutions 
 
Question to the minister: How much longer 
should Islanders wait for your government 
to act before they can expect solutions to our 
child care crisis, which I just made reference 
to? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
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Ms. Jameson: Thank you, hon. member and 
Madam Speaker.  
 
PEI has the highest accessibility for child 
care spaces across the country. Although I 
recognize that there are challenges and we 
still do have a ways to go, we are leading the 
country in this regard. As the hon. member 
knows, PEI co-chairs this work with the 
federal government. They put a great deal of 
faith and trust in us.  
 
We are taking charge, we are leading the 
country, and I can assure you, as long as I 
am in this seat, there will be a tremendous 
amount of attention paid to this file.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Twenty-five percent of Islanders do not have 
insurance to cover medication costs. That’s 
the second-highest rate in Canada. The 
Islanders rely on provincial programs to 
cover their drug expenses and coverage.  
 
Oddly, Prince Edward Island has, by far, the 
largest number of public drug coverage 
plans than any other province. We have 27 
different drug plans here on Prince Edward 
Island. All those different plans have to be 
navigated, often by people who are elderly 
or sick, and it’s confusing.  
 
This loaded administration not only 
confuses Islanders, it adds to administrative 
costs with no apparent benefit.  
 
Streamline drug coverage plans 
 
Question to the Premier: Will you move 
immediately to streamline our programs, 
eliminate bureaucracy, and make it easier 
for Islanders to access the drugs that they 
need? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: I thank the hon. Leader of 
the Third Party for that question.  
 
I think much of what I’m trying to do in 
health in general is just that, is to try to 

eliminate bureaucracy and all the 
duplication that takes place and all of the 
frustrations that Islanders have in trying to 
access service. I think we need to continue 
to do a better job in terms of providing 
easily accessible drug coverage, particularly 
for those who need it on the lower-income 
scale.  
 
I will say that we will work very, very 
diligently to try to make this easier, more 
accessible, and overall a better service for 
Islanders.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, your first supplementary.  
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thanks, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Those 27 plans, that would be fine, if a lot of 
plans meant a lot of coverage, but that’s not 
the case. Islanders are paying significant 
out-of-pocket expenses; our office estimates 
about $33 million. The recent Green 
platform committed to increased spending 
on Pharmacare of 18 million. The PC 
platform, in contrast, budgeted only 
18,300,000.  
 
Provincial government drug expenditure 
 
Question to the Premier: PEI has the lowest 
per capita provincial government drug 
expenditure of any Atlantic province. Why 
won’t your government look after Islanders 
properly, especially our seniors, who depend 
so much on medications to stay well? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: I thank the hon. Leader of 
the Third Party for the question.  
 
I do think it’s an issue we take very 
seriously. One of the things that I’m proud 
that we had in our platform was what we 
call a portable health benefits package, 
which would be targeted to try to get better 
coverage for those in seasonal jobs, or in the 
gig economy, et cetera. We’re working to 
implement that as well.  
 
I think we have been leading the charge with 
the federal government in terms of a 
Pharmacare program and to make PEI more 
equitable in the overall Canadian coverage 
plan, for those needing drug coverage, and 
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we’ll continue to do that. I can take all of the 
advice from the hon. member on this as 
well, because I think he shares that same 
initiative as I do.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, your second supplementary. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
Of course, everybody should have access to 
the medications they need, regardless of 
their economic status. The Green election 
platform included a commitment to 
introduce free contraceptive care for 
Islanders. This is a common-sense policy 
that is supported by the Canadian Paediatric 
Society and exists in other provinces.  
 
Access to free contraceptive care 
 
Question to the Premier: When will 
Islanders have access to free contraceptive 
care? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I give 
great credit to the hon. Leader of the Third 
Party and his party for that initiative, which 
was an initiative that was in our platform as 
well. I would say, without trying to steal too 
much thunder from the Minister of Finance, 
that I think you’ll read and hear more in the 
days ahead when the provincial budget is 
tabled.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.  
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
The most disappointing part of the recent 
Speech from the Throne for me was the 
glaring omission of mental health care. For a 
Premier that was first elected on a promise 
of a new mental health hospital, this is a bit 
shocking. 
 
Sense of urgency for mental health  
 
Question to the Premier: Where is the sense 
of urgency when it comes to improving 
mental health in PEI? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 

Premier King: I think, Madam Speaker, we 
have been working diligently over the last 
four years to improve mental health services 
across the board in Prince Edward Island. 
The facility replacing Hillsborough is just 
one of those things, but we have done a 
number of initiatives that we have been 
proud to implement across the board. 
 
We need to continue to work with our 
partners along the way. I’m the first to admit 
there’s more work to be done, but I think 
we’ve accomplished quite a bit in a short 
time. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your first 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: (Indistinct) one example. We 
know that Islanders don’t just need mental 
health services. They need action to reduce 
the circumstances that cause poor mental 
health in the first place. 
 
Under this government, we have more 
Islanders than ever facing precarious 
housing circumstances or struggling to pay 
for basics like food or drugs. 
 
The Peachey Report acknowledges that this 
economic strain is a key driver of mental 
health workload for our limited health care 
providers. 
 
Root causes of poor mental health  
 
Why is this government so ill-equipped at 
dealing with the root causes of poor mental 
health? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I think that is a very important question. I 
think as we move forward as a society, I 
think more and more attention, more and 
more investment and focus will be on those 
areas. 
 
I know in talking with Karen Cumberland at 
the Alliance for Mental Well-Being, talking 
about building resilience earlier in 
individual families, of course, and 
individuals is something that is their long-
term focus using the brain information, et 
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cetera. There’s so much of that that we need 
to continue to incorporate. 
 
But look, you’re absolutely right, hon. 
member, that some of these challenges 
manifest themselves earlier in life because 
of circumstances of socioeconomic – which 
is unfortunate, something we need to 
continue to focus and invest in, and we’ll be 
willing to do so. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, your second 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Currently, there are 10 FTE psychiatrists 
working on PEI. However, the complement 
is 20 FTE. The Peachey report reported that 
two of these psychiatrists are retiring in the 
next year. The wait times are already three 
to four months just for initial meetings. 
 
Trajectory of mental health care 
 
Question to the Premier: How much worse 
is mental health care going to get before you 
decide to make it better? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I hope 
we’ll continue to work hard to make it 
better. We know the challenges. The 
Peachey report points out many challenges 
in our health care system when it comes to 
attracting, recruiting, and retaining health 
care providers. 
 
We have taken and will continue to take an 
all-hands-on-deck approach to deal with that 
recruitment. It’s only my intention, and I’m 
sure that’s shared by every member of this 
Legislature, to try to do the best we can to 
do better.  
 
That’s all I can promise the hon. member. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora. 
 
Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
“Since lower income households generally 
spend a larger share of their income on 
transportation and other energy-intensive 
goods and services compared to higher 

income households, on average the Clean 
Fuel Regulations will have a greater impact 
on these households.” – quote from the 
Parliamentary Budget Officer. 
 
We live in a need-based system, meaning 
Islanders’ needs have to be transported onto 
the Island as we have no warehouse 
capability in Prince Edward Island. 
 
It is estimated by the federal Parliamentary 
Budget Officer every Island household will 
lose a minimum of $569 more per year 
starting July 1st. Happy Canada Day. 
Islanders will be impacted by $54 million 
thanks to the Trudeau federal government. 
Only Saskatchewan and Nova Scotia will be 
hit harder. 
 
Cost of Clean Fuel Regulations 
 
Question to the Premier: How are Islanders 
going to afford the new July 1st double 
Trudeau tax, and has the regulator made any 
prediction on how much this will cost 
Islanders? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Well, Madam Speaker, 
there’s a lot to unpack in that question. I 
think it might be just a little too early to say 
Happy Canada Day, but I do know the 
Member from Borden-Kinkora is a 
passionate Canadian. 
 
I think he’s referring to the clean fuel 
standards changes that the federal 
government is implementing.  
 
Not to get too far into the weeds on a very 
complicated issue, but it essentially means 
that refineries in the country are being asked 
to be cleaner in their refinement leading into 
2030 and to reduce emissions. There is a 
credit carbon system that is in place for the 
refined fuel that’s sold in Canada. 
 
The challenge we have in this region is the 
facility in Saint John, operated by Irving Oil, 
exports about 80 percent of their fuel. So, 
they’re only able to capture 20 percent of 
their carbon credits. They have to buy the 
rest, and the fear the Parliamentary Budget 
Officer and others have is that that will be 
passed on to the consumer and increase in 
the pumps. 
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I don’t know what the actual number is. 
IRAC has told me, through their process, it 
could be as high as eight or 10 cents per litre 
for gasoline. Home heating fuel is exempt in 
this particular deal, so that’s one positive.  
 
I haven’t spoken yet to Minister Guilbeault. 
We’ve written him, as Chair of the Council 
of Atlantic Premiers. He hasn’t gotten back 
to us yet, but we’re trying to work to have a 
meeting as early as tomorrow to discuss this. 
I did see a tweet from Minister Guilbeault 
that said the parliamentary budget numbers 
aren’t accurate, that his numbers are 
different, but he has yet to show us those 
numbers. So, I don’t know if I have an exact 
answer for you yet. 
 
But I guess one of your questions was: Has 
the regulator said anything? So far, what 
they had said was it might be eight to 10 
cents a litre for Islanders. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora, your first supplementary. 
 
Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
The Trudeau federal government is being 
very cute and creative as they have passed 
these regulations on to industry, which will 
force petroleum prices to rise by an 
estimated 17 cents per litre starting July 1st. 
The Parliamentary Budget Officer has 
estimated an average of 56 percent of 
Islanders’ disposable income will be gone. 
 
Preventing price increases on fuel 
 
Question to the Premier: What is your 
government going to do to prevent this 
double tax on fuel, which will take more 
money out of every Islander’s pockets and 
every industry in PEI? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
It is a good question, and the hon. Member 
from Borden-Kinkora has a long history in 
the petroleum business, so I know he knows 
this file as well or better than most. 
 
We have been dealing with this at the 
Atlantic Premiers’ table since about the 
middle of December. I had received a 

correspondence at the end of January from 
the refinery, suggesting that the process to 
get to here was going along very well, and 
this latest change has been, in their minds, 
without consultation and last minute. 
 
We’ve been trying, as I said, as Atlantic 
Premiers, to meet with the minister and try 
to get a handle on what’s going on and why. 
We’re all very supportive, as a region, to 
reduce emissions. I think PEI is a leader in 
that and continues to be, but we’re also 
worried about the cost of doing business.  
 
We hear it referenced in here all the time – 
I’m sorry for the long answer, but it’s an 
important question – that we’ve had the 
highest cost of living in Canada for a 
number of months. One of the reasons we 
have the highest cost of living is because our 
goods and services come here by truck, 
which is fueled by diesel, and when the cost 
of that goes up, it gets passed on to the 
consumer. So, that’s our biggest concern. 
 
As you know, hon. member, the carbon tax 
structure will change on July 1st. There will 
be an additional 3.1 cents, I believe it is, that 
will add on to gasoline on July 1st for the 
carbon tax, and I think it’s 17 cents that will 
add on to home heating fuel. 
 
So, we continue to try to talk to the federal 
government to say we want to be a willing 
partner here, but we have to be fair and 
equitable to Islanders and not price them out 
of everyday living. That’s what we’ll 
continue to do. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora, your second supplementary. 
 
Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Thank you, Premier, for those answers. 
 
I do know the petroleum industry and how 
goods flow. The Trudeau new double pocket 
tax cash grab will affect every Islander.  
 
Advocating for Islanders re: increases on 
fuel 
 
Question to the Premier: Are you going to 
stand up and inform the prime minister that 
Islanders can’t afford this creative new tax 
grab that will affect gas and diesel prices, 
cost of groceries being transported to this 
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Island, and home heating fuel? I will add, it 
will affect home heating fuel because home 
heating fuel is transported by truck to every 
Islander’s house and businesses. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I would never question the hon. member’s 
knowledge of the industry. I do know in the 
briefs that we’ve had from a number of 
experts that home heating will not be 
included in the clean fuel standards 
component, but whether or not there’s a 
carrying cost to that that gets passed on, I’m 
not sure. 
 
But I would say that, as Atlantic premiers, 
we have been trying to deal with this as a 
region. The Premier of Newfoundland and 
Labrador is Liberal. This isn’t a political 
thing. I haven’t been trying to fight with 
anyone in Ottawa because of political stripes 
in my time here and I don’t plan to do that, 
but I will fight hard for Islanders and for the 
region and to try to bring some common 
sense to this, to realize that there might be a 
way forward for this.  
 
Also, I want to give the minister – I want to 
be open minded. If the minister says the 
numbers aren’t right, I want to hear what his 
projections are and to share them. Before I 
just go out and grab you along and start 
swinging axes at people, I want to make sure 
that we know what their actual information 
is, to dial down the political rhetoric the best 
we can, and try to get the best deal we can 
for Islanders.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Winsloe. 
 
Mr. Bell: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Last year, I brought forward Motion No. 95 
for debate in the House. It calls on 
government to develop a new population 
strategy for the province, as PEI’s 
population has exploded since the last plan 
was launched in 2017.  
 
Growth is great, as we can all agree, but it 
also puts a lot of pressure on many things, 
including in our school system. Back in 
2017, our student population was just over 

20,500 people, and now it has grown to 
22,000. That’s an increase of about 1,500 
students, or about 300 per year. 
 
Resources for student population growth 
 
Question to the Minister of Education and 
Early Years: Do you feel that, as a province, 
we have enough staffing and infrastructure 
resources to keep up with this huge growth? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years.  
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, hon. member, for 
the question, and Madam Speaker.  
 
It’s certainly an exciting time for our 
province to welcome all of these new 
students to the Island, but with that being 
said, it does create pressures on our school 
system. But that is why we have seen, over 
the last number of years, historical 
investments in our education system, both in 
our frontline staff, as well as infrastructure. 
Last year alone, we added a hundred new 
frontline staff to the system. I’m sure the 
hon. member will be quite pleased with the 
upcoming operating budget as it relates to 
education.  
 
The last capital budget was 227.9 million 
over five years; again, historical in nature. 
Again, while we recognize some of the 
challenges, I am committed to working with 
my colleague, the Minister of Workforce, 
Advanced Learning and Population, on 
ensuring that we have a good understanding 
of our needs within the schools, and that we 
plan accordingly moving forward.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Winsloe, your first 
supplementary.  
 
Mr. Bell: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Again, about 300 new students per year; that 
actually works out to an equivalent of about 
adding two Parkdale Schools per year to our 
system. That growth, plus the past two years 
of COVID, has put an immense pressure on 
our staff to deal with this huge explosion.  
 
Helping teachers re: student population 
growth 
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Question to the same minister: I know the 
budget is coming soon, you mentioned that, 
but what immediate steps are you and your 
department taking to help our teachers in our 
Island classrooms? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I recognize the last couple years, especially, 
have been incredibly trying on our staff and 
our students. As minister, I’ve always 
endeavored to get out to our schools and to 
listen to the concerns directly from our 
frontline staff, and where we thought 
appropriate, we always went back to 
Treasury Board and requested additional 
frontline support staff.  
 
Again, I was really pleased that we were 
able to add a hundred new frontline staff to 
the system last year; again, historical in 
nature. The number of infrastructure projects 
completed or currently underway: we look at 
Eliot River; we look at Montague; we look 
at West Royalty; we’ve committed to 
Evangeline School; Stratford; an expansion 
to École François-Buote. Really, really 
proud of the investments we’ve made, and 
we’re going to continue to be there for our 
students, our staff, and our school 
communities across the Island.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Winsloe, your second 
supplementary. 
 
Mr. Bell: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m glad you mentioned the expansion in 
those areas: of course, West Royalty 
Elementary, with 550 students; Sherwood, 
just over 500. West Royalty just had the 
recent expansion; Sherwood school, of 
course, the new school is being built.  
 
Both areas that I represent, Sherwood, which 
is the area of Mount Edward Road by 
Royalty Crossing, as well as in Winsloe, the 
Hidden Valley and Sherwood Road have 
plans for development into the thousands of 
units.  
 
School expansions in Sherwood, Winsloe 
 

Question to the minister: Last March, the 
PSB revealed the Review of Schools Study 
Report and had five schools in that, with 
four being intermediate and one being 
elementary. I’m curious if the minister is 
looking in the areas that I represent – in 
Sherwood and in Winsloe – if these schools 
might be something that your department or 
the PSB will be looking into for expansion 
or even, maybe, new growth. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education 
and Early Years. 
 
Ms. Jameson: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m really proud of the relationship that the 
department has with both the PSB and the 
CSLF. I know that the newly elected school 
board at PSB is doing a wonderful job with 
its governance. Really happy with the report 
that was released. I think there are some 
great investments to be made in there.  
 
Certainly, again, we work very 
collaboratively with both boards, and I know 
that they have their finger on the pulse. 
Really happy to work with the hon. member, 
and again, the minister responsible for 
population, in really taking a deeper dive 
into these areas and making sure that we 
have the infrastructure in place to support 
the population growth.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
In February, this government signed a $288-
million deal with the federal government 
who provided new funding for our ailing 
health care system here on Prince Edward 
Island. The Premier then returned to the 
Island, cashed his cheque, said nothing to 
Islanders. He ordered up his big blue bus, 
called in his strategist, and planned an early 
election to keep voters in the dark. 
 
Plan for federal health care funds 
 
Question to the Premier: What is your plan 
for all these additional health care funds, and 
why have you sat for three months on $288 



QUESTION PERIOD PRELIMINARY PROCEEDINGS 23 MAY 2023 

67 

million and not shared a vision for the future 
of our health care system? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Well, Madam Speaker, I 
guess if you’re following the details of this, 
there have been no cheques cut yet from 
Ottawa. The money will begin to flow in 
July. The process that we have gone through 
was to identify our priorities, make sure they 
match the priorities of the federal 
government, and to put a work plan in place.  
 
That’s what we have done, and every single 
cent that we will get from Ottawa, we will 
invest in making this health care system 
more resilient and stronger. We will match 
the effort here, from the Province, if we 
could ever get to the budget so Islanders 
could see it. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
What Islanders need is a plan. We need to 
have a plan. If that money’s here, it’s going 
to be in June, whenever it’s going to be, 
there needs to be a plan.  
 
So, $288 million and an election later, there 
has yet to be a full conversation with 
Islanders outside of the election about what 
this government is prepared to do to ensure 
timely access to health care to countless 
Islanders. You got the results that you 
wanted in this election. Now, Islanders want 
results in their health care system.  
 
Tabling a strategy on health care  
 
When can we expect this government to 
table a strategy on health care that will 
ensure this money is going to priority areas 
that need investment? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I take the 
question very seriously. It’s an important 
question. I think, once again, if you were 
following along – the lead-up to signing that 
deal and working through the details of it – 

the federal government has been very 
impressed with our collaborative model of 
care, our neighbourhoods and homes, our 
process that we’re implementing which is a 
big component of that, the Pharmacy Plus 
program that we put in place, and other 
initiatives that we’re putting in place. They 
like those initiatives as well.  
 
There will be greater investments in long-
term care and other areas – mental health, et 
cetera – that are important, not just to the 
federal government, but to the provincial 
government and all Islanders. I’ll look 
forward to sharing all the details of that in 
the days and weeks and months ahead. 
There is no magic bullet or button that’s 
going to fix all of these things.  
 
The investment is important, but if you 
remember, at the Council of the Federation 
meeting, I stood up in front of the national 
media and said the money is great, but this 
isn’t just money that is going to make health 
care better. We need to have other 
innovations and other changes, and the 
expectations of Islanders have to be changed 
along with that, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition, your final question. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
Transparency re: health care funding 
 
Islanders are looking for a little bit of light 
on this. So, what will you do reassure 
Islanders that this money is in fact being 
spent on health care priorities, and are you 
willing to finally be transparent with 
Islanders about the state of health care or 
will you continue to keep them in the dark? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I’ve tried 
my very hardest to be very open and honest 
about the situation in health care, and we’ve 
taken a different approach than others in the 
past have.  
 
Once again, the federal money that’s coming 
into health care, not just this year but for the 
next 10 years, is earmarked and needs to be 
approved in partnership with the Province 
and the federal government to make sure 
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that money is being spent there. So, as I 
said, every single dollar from the federal 
government and more will be put into trying 
to make this system more resilient and 
stronger so Islanders can have access to 
health care as close to home as possible. 
That was the promise that we’ve all made, 
and that’s the promise that we want to 
honour, Madam Speaker.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
 
[End of Question Period]  


