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Responses to Questions Taken as Notice 
  
 

Questions by Members 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
Yesterday, we watched an entire Question 
Period unfold in which the minister of health 
and his Cabinet colleagues were very visibly 
uncomfortable answering, or not answering.  
 
There were questions about the decision to 
close the ICU at the Prince County Hospital 
in Summerside. 
 
Islanders are terrified. There has been zero 
information provided by this government on 
this decision, and there is no plan to reopen 
the ICU. Just yesterday, we had two doctors 
and three nurses reach out to us, expressing 
frustration on this decision and raising even 
more questions about the impacts that this 
rash decision will have on our health care 
system.  
 
Patients transferred from PCH to QEH 
 
Question to the minister of health: How 
many patients have already been transferred 
to the QEH as a result of this closure of the 
Prince County Hospital’s ICU? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, hon. member, for 
the question.  
 
Obviously, I want to be accurate in my 
answer, but I believe the number is three.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Madam 
Speaker, I think the minister needs to have 
either better communication with whomever 
is telling him this because I think the 
number may be closer to six or seven. That’s 
a large number of patients that have been 
transferred over to the QEH. That’s already 

impacting the ICU there that was already 
overworked. This minister should know 
those answers, and he should have been 
informed.  
 
Info from Health PEI re: patient transfers 
 
I’m going to ask the minister: Were you not 
informed by Health PEI about how many 
patients will be transferred, or did you not 
even bother to ask that question and just 
answer with three today? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness.  
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I think, again, it’s important to understand 
why we were transferring these patients. It’s 
so that they get the appropriate care that they 
need at that facility. Obviously, we have 
staffing challenges at the Prince County 
Hospital which prohibits us from giving 
these people the care that they may require. 
Again, in the interest of patient safety, they 
are now being cared for by our professionals 
at the QEH.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
Of course, that was no answer to the 
question that I had. There needs to be 
communication. That’s what we’re failing to 
see here today and yesterday, is that there’s 
a communication failure between Health 
PEI and the health minister, or this 
government.  
 
We all know that this decision was made in 
the cover of darkness, with zero consultation 
between the government and Health PEI and 
the frontline staff of patients that would 
negatively be affected.  
 
Briefing QEH staff/patients re: PCH ICU 
 
Question to the minister: Why is it clear that 
you didn’t see it necessary to brief QEH 
staff or affected patients about these 
immediate changes? Can you tell me when 
you made your Cabinet and caucus 
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colleagues from Summerside and West 
Prince aware of the decision to close the 
ICU at the Prince County Hospital? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
I apologize for some of the repetitive 
answers that I may give today, but again, the 
situation came upon us fast. We didn’t have 
coverage in that unit. So, again, we were 
briefed by Health PEI, I believe on 
Wednesday, advised our members from that 
area on Thursday as a consideration – again, 
back to increased communication, I do 
believe that’s important – and then again, 
they had to go forward. Again, we did lose 
some coverage. It’s unfortunate. It came 
upon us fast and we had to make a decision. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
Finally, we have an answer. But yesterday, 
we weren’t getting those answers. We asked 
this question several times. We weren’t 
getting those answers, but today, 
miraculously, the answer appeared, I guess.  
 
But I don’t understand why staff, patients, 
and Islanders were not told about this.  
 
Briefing on PCH ICU closure (further) 
 
Question to the minister of economic 
development, who is also a member who 
represents Evangeline-Miscouche: Can you 
tell the House when you were briefed of the 
decision closing the ICU at the Prince 
County Hospital, that virtually all of your 
residents would rely on, and what did you 
tell your constituents? 
 
Mr. McNeilly: (Indistinct)  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

Yes, I will answer that question. He was 
involved in that meeting as well. Obviously, 
again, it is a consideration. It is important. 
Again, the decision – I wouldn’t even call it 
a decision – the option that we had to make 
was made last week, and we had to inform 
as many people as we can. We did wait until 
the final hour to try to find a solution to this 
problem.  
 
Again, locum coverage; we were working 
right until the last minute and we’ll continue 
to work on covering that ICU as best we 
can, but again, in the interest of patient 
safety, we had to make a difficult decision 
that nobody wants to make, and we did 
make it. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
Again, I’m going to ask this question, 
because it was specifically pointed to the 
minister of economic development, who also 
represents Evangeline-Miscouche.  
 
Can you tell the House what you were 
briefed on – the minister of health said it 
was Thursday – what you were briefed on? 
You represent an area where they would rely 
on the ICU in Summerside, so it’s very 
important to them. What did you tell your 
constituents prior to the announcement? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I think it’s 
important for members of this Legislature to 
realize how – and I think one of the longest-
standing members should understand how 
this works – that each minister would be 
responsible to answer questions about their 
individual departments.  
 
Questions around health would be answered 
by the minister of health or by myself, as 
Premier, and wouldn’t be something that we 
would do on a constituency basis, where we 
would ask people in here. I think the hon. 
member knows that. The hon. Minister of 
Health and Wellness has explained the 
process ad nauseum. Nobody wanted to do 
this. I think the opposition is trying to paint 
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this as government did some kind of 
nefarious deal and tried to hide it from 
anyone, which is exactly, exactly, exactly 
untrue. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: (Indistinct)  
 
Premier King: They’re trying to paint this 
as some kind of political move. As someone 
who has been around politics and has 
watched politics for 35, almost 40 years, I’m 
trying hard to understand what political 
advantage it would be for any government to 
want to do this, Madam Speaker. I don’t 
understand why we’re going down this road. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’ll tell you why I ask those questions. Each 
one of us was elected to represent our 
constituents. We all have a district in Prince 
Edward Island that we represent. We were 
voted in to be their voice in this House. We 
are the communication between whatever 
decisions are made in here and our 
constituents. Therefore, I’m going to ask the 
question again. 
 
Discussion with constituents re: PCH ICU 
 
To the minister of economic development, 
and the minister responsible for Evangeline-
Miscouche: Did you talk to your 
constituents prior to the announcement of 
the ICU closure in Summerside to let them 
aware of the change? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Madam Speaker, I will say it 
again, that I do understand the political 
process and how we’re all elected 
individually by district, but there’s not 
anything in this Legislature during Question 
Period that allows constituents to ask other 
constituents their opinions or views. 
 
The ministers are sworn in and they take an 
oath to be part of Executive Council. Their 
job is to talk about and defend the individual 
departmental issues that they’re responsible 
for, and that is what they do. We don’t get 
into this House where we ask individual 
members what they think of individual 

decisions that might impact their individual 
districts. 
 
As a member of Executive Council, your 
job, first and foremost, is to try to do the 
best you can representing the executive 
branch of government. That’s what we all 
do. That’s the oath we swear. I think the 
hon. Leader of the Opposition at one point 
in his career swore that oath and he should 
know that, Madam Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition.  
 
Leader of the Opposition: Thank you very 
much, Madam Speaker.  
 
I want to go back to what I said again. When 
you get in Cabinet, you don’t forget about 
the people that put you in that position. 
There is an onus as a representative of your 
district to make sure that the people that you 
represent, the communities that you 
represent, are well represented and well 
aware of any changes that impact that 
district. 
 
This is a huge, huge decision made by this 
government and Health PEI to close ICU in 
Summerside, to put lives at risk in western 
Prince Edward Island. I think that would be 
the first thing that would be on my mind 
regardless of what position I’m in. Put 
politics aside. Put the health of Prince 
Edward Islanders first. 
 
I’m going to ask this question to the minister 
of social development who represents 
Summerside, who is the minister responsible 
for Summerside; the minister responsible for 
Summerside. When were you informed of 
this decision to close the Prince County 
ICU, which is in your own backyard, and 
how did you break the news to your 
residents and your constituents that the ICU 
at the Prince County Hospital in 
Summerside was closed? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Premier. 
 
Premier King: Well, again, Madam 
Speaker, I would suggest to the Leader of 
the Opposition – I’m trying to understand 
why he’s going down a political road. I’ve 
been familiar with this strategy for four 
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years. As much as I want to question it, I 
have to respect the individual questions that 
come across the floor. 
 
Again, the job of a member of Executive 
Council: you swear an oath to do the 
business of executive branch of government. 
You’re responsible for your individual 
departments. If you have a question that you 
need to ask about economic development, 
you should ask that about economic 
development, but anything under the 
purview of health and wellness would be 
directed to the minister of health or, in some 
circumstances such as now, the Premier. 
 
I think the hon. member knows that. We all 
are here to do the best we can for our 
individual constituents. That’s how our 
electoral system works. But when you swear 
an oath to Executive Council, your first job 
is to make sure the executive branch of 
government works for all Islanders. 
 
That’s what we’re doing in this case, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
It will come as no surprise that I will pick up 
where my colleague left off. My first 
question is to the minister of health. 
 
Throughout this ICU closure, you and 
Health PEI have stated that you feel 
comfortable – as you just did today – about 
the QEH’s capacity to handle the influx of 
patients they’ll be receiving as a result of 
your decision to shut down the ICU in 
Prince County. 
 
Request for additional nurses at QEH 
 
Can you confirm that there is already a 
request out for additional nurses to help deal 
with the overcrowding that this closure has 
caused at the QEH? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I think the point here is this was not a 
decision that we made. We did not have a 

choice between A or B. It was simply A, in 
order to maintain the safety of our patients. 
 
Again, we have one ICU. We have to work 
with all of our health care providers to staff 
it appropriately. I agree with the premise of 
the questions. It’s important that we provide 
safe care to those people that are there but 
we cannot currently, at this time, staff the 
Prince County ICU the way we want to, so 
we have not a lot of choice in order to 
maintain the ICU coverage at QEH. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Why weren’t these plans 
done before? It seems strange that the 
minister is unable to answer the question. 
The minister is so out of touch with staffing 
needs at the QEH that he doesn’t know how 
to answer this question effectively. 
 
Effect of PCH ICU closure on QEH 
 
Why are you unable to admit the decision to 
close the ICU at Prince County Hospital has 
further eroded QEH’s ability to effectively 
manage the needs of patients? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We will continue to monitor the work that 
Health PEI and the QEH is doing to 
maintain the services that we do have. 
Obviously, they are the operational arm of 
our health system, so we do trust in their 
decisions. 
 
Again, we have some professionals there 
that will take care of our patients. That’s 
what we can do, and we will continue to do 
that. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
You’re not ready for this. The QEH is not 
ready for this. The minister is full of excuses 
and full of denial, all while his former West 
Prince – are visibly uncomfortable. His 
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colleagues in here are visibly uncomfortable 
with his inability to provide clear answers. 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Mr. McNeilly: Well, it’s not feeling very 
comfortable.  
 
Knowledge of physicians’ plans to leave 
 
Question to the minister of health: Two and 
a half years is a long time. Did your 
government know that internal medicine 
physicians had planned to leave their 
practice since 2020? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m not sure I understand the premise of the 
question. If somebody was planning, two 
years ago, to leave our system; again, we 
talk to our physicians all the time. We try to 
accommodate as best we can under these 
tough conditions.  
 
Again, I don’t understand the premise of the 
question, that they were thinking about 
leaving for two years. We continue to talk to 
our physicians, we continue to support them, 
and that’s what we do. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: You don’t just shut down an 
ICU over a Mother’s Day weekend. You 
knew these doctors were leaving. They had 
said that they were leaving.  
 
Madam Speaker, the minister doesn’t have 
to take my word for this fact. This 
information was provided directly to me 
from a nurse who worked at the ICU in 
Prince County Hospital, and they took 
offence to your wording of “a few patients 
would be transferred”. 
 
Reaction to closure of PCH ICU 
 
Question to the minister of health: Are you 
suggesting that all of the health care workers 
who are expressing frustration and fear over 

this decision to close the ICU are blowing it 
out of proportion? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness.  
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Absolutely not. We understand the position 
we’re placing our health care workers in. 
They’ve been in that position through 
COVID and they performed extraordinarily 
well for us. It’s another challenge that 
they’ve risen to. Again, we appreciate what 
they have done for us in our system. We 
don’t take them for granted. 
 
I have lots of family and friends that are 
health care workers, so I understand the 
challenges that they’ve had. This is a 
significant one, I acknowledge that, and we 
do rely on them to provide the best health 
care that they can to Islanders.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: These answers just aren’t 
good enough. You talked about appropriate 
care a few questions ago. Madam Speaker, 
on one hand, the minister is trying to tell us 
that he’s respecting the opinions of nurses 
and doctors, and on the other hand, he’s 
ignoring their concerns and pleas, pleas for 
help. That’s what we’re getting on this side 
of the House. They’re asking you to take 
this seriously. 
 
Concerns of frontline health staff 
 
Question to the minister of health: How 
much longer can our frontline staff expect 
you to ignore their concerns while 
simultaneously pretending that everything is 
fine in our hospitals? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Again, we do rely on our health care 
professionals to provide care. They are in a 
difficult situation. We are in a difficult 
situation. If we could magically find some 
internists, obviously this decision wouldn’t 
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have been made. It’s a Canada-wide 
problem, it’s not unique to Prince Edward 
Island, and we continue to work on it to try 
to solve it. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I guess everybody just wants to get 
reassured that you have done everything you 
possibly could to avoid this situation. That’s 
what we’re getting at, because you don’t 
shut down 40 percent of ICU capacity in an 
entire province and not expect to have 
questions about it.  
 
Well, I’m just going to move a little bit to 
follow-up care.  
 
I was told that the decision will further 
hamper our health care system’s ability to 
offer basic follow-up care to patients due to 
the strain on our hospitals this closure will 
place on them. 
 
Steps to ensure continued follow-up care  
 
Question to the minister: What steps did you 
take to ensure follow-up care will not be 
negatively affected, and can you share them 
with this House here and now? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
We recognize the impact this has on the 
system. Again, these foundational services 
that we’ve lost at the PCH; a lot of things 
depend on internal medicine, so we 
understand that there is a ripple effect within 
health care. 
 
We’re doing everything we can, again, from 
locum searches, and again, to recruiting, to 
try to fix the situation. But this is the reality 
that we’re in. Again, we rely on the 
professionals at Health PEI to operationalize 
and to try mitigate as much as we can. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 

Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: I didn’t get anything about 
follow-up care. This is serious. People in 
western Prince Edward Island need this, and 
they need to have better answers than that, 
minister. 
 
Once again, the minister offers zero details 
about the plan.  
 
Apology for PCH ICU communication 
 
Question: When will the minister stand up 
and apologize to the patients, staff, and 
family for your poor handling, and the poor 
handling about this entire situation; even 
worse, the communication of this closure? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I think I’ve done that for the last two days 
here in the Legislature. Again, it’s a 
regrettable situation. I understand that. I do 
feel for all of the people affected by this. 
 
Again, if we could fix, wave a magic wand, 
and create staff that we need in these 
facilities, we would do it. There is no doubt 
that we would do this. This is not an ideal 
situation, and obviously we’ll work as best 
we can to try to get through it. Again, we 
rely on our health care providers to get us 
through this tough situation.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-West Royalty. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: Much respect to you for 
answering these tough questions. It’s tough, 
but these are very, very important.  
 
Madam Speaker, we saw today the PEI 
Nurses’ Union came out and asserted that 
their members were given no prior notice to 
the ability to provide input on this closure. 
This is the same group that had rallied on 
the steps of the Confederation Centre just to 
get the government to take their needs 
seriously.  
 
Valuing opinions of health care workers 
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Question to the minister: Is your plan to 
continue disrespecting the frontline staff 
who keep our health care system running 
throughout the tenure of your ministry? 
When will your government finally start 
putting a value on the opinion of frontline 
workers? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
We value our nurses. We certainly do. They 
are one of the cornerstones of our health 
care system. I have a child that’s in the 
nursing program at the University of Prince 
Edward Island. I’m very close to that sector, 
so I understand the commitment that they 
make, the care that they have, and the call of 
duty that they have to their positions.  
 
Again, we’re trying to maintain patient 
safety, and we understand that we are asking 
a lot from our nurses. We recognize that. 
Hopefully the new collective agreement will 
help in recognizing some of that 
commitment. But again, we value them, and 
we will always appreciate our nurses.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
The official opposition suggests that there’s 
a lot of discomfort on the other side of the 
room. They look pretty comfy to me. The 
only way they’d feel more comfortable is if 
the Pages were to deliver a dozen pairs of 
slippers and some blankies over there, from 
what I can tell.  
 
Let’s ask some hard questions here.  
 
Earlier this year, the CBC reported that 70 
percent of Island private long-term care 
facilities had failed inspections at one point 
or another within the past year. In their 
reporting, they covered a graphic story of a 
patient in a private long-term care home, and 
that patient developed necrosis; that’s when 
parts of your body, when tissues of your 
body die, and it’s extremely painful, and it’s 
irreversible.  

Consequences for private LTC facilities 
 
Question to the Minister of Health and 
Wellness: Why are there effectively no 
consequences for private long-term care 
facilities that provide such substandard care 
and keep failing inspections? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Obviously, the long-term care operators 
have been challenged with staffing, again, 
throughout the pandemic, but the complaint 
system is in there to help them remedy those 
complaints. Obviously, the step in that is to 
close beds, and nobody wants that, so we do 
work with our partners in order to remedy 
those shortfalls that they may have in their 
operations.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thanks, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
Evidence shows that public long-term care 
delivers better care and better outcomes than 
private care. There are endless studies to 
support that, and of course our experience 
during COVID across the country would 
also support that.  
 
Often, the profit motive means that less 
investment is made in staff and direct patient 
care. But despite this, Prince Edward Island 
has one of the highest rates of private, for-
profit care in the country: almost half.  
 
Profit vs. seniors’ rights to care and safety 
 
My question, again, for the minister of 
health: Do Conservatives believe that 
private profit trumps our seniors’ rights to 
care and safety? 
 
Ms. Bernard: Good question. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I thank the hon. member for the question.  
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Obviously, as you know, we’re undertaking 
a long-term care review. It should be done 
very soon, and obviously, hopefully that will 
guide us as we move forward. We’re 
analyzing data from surveys, stakeholder 
interviews, submissions, and public 
consultation. That’s an important part of this 
process in how we move forward with our 
long-term care industry on Prince Edward 
Island.  
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the Third 
Party, your first supplementary. 
 
Dr. Bevan-Baker: Thanks again, Madam 
Speaker. 
 
Of course, we’ve been waiting a very long 
time for this long-term care report. I was 
promised last fall and then in the spring, and 
we still haven’t seen it.  
 
Islanders expect and deserve better care for 
their elders, and it’s government’s job to 
make sure that they get it. Recently, national 
standards for long-term care have been 
developed federally to ensure high-quality, 
patient-centered care for all folks in long-
term care, but the Throne Speech made no 
mention of that, made no commitment to the 
implementations.  
 
Implementing national LTC standards 
 
Question to the same minister: Can you tell 
us if and when government will legislate the 
national standards for long-term care? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I do agree with the Leader of the Third Party 
that they are very important, and those new 
national long-term care standards will help 
guide the development of the plan for this 
sector. We expect to see that in the long-
term care review or recommendations. 
Obviously, when those recommendations 
come in, I’m confident that we will act on 
those recommendations. 
 
Thank you.  
 
An Hon. Member: (Indistinct)  

Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.  
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
It’s certainly not surprising that this 
government is trying to cover up some of the 
substandard care our Island seniors are 
experiencing. I was shocked but not 
surprised to learn that we had patients being 
transferred from private care facilities to 
public care facilities in the hopes that they 
would receive better care.  
 
Patient transfers from private to public 
LTC 
 
Minister, in the last two years, how many 
long-term care patients have been 
transferred to public long-term care because 
of poor care and health? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I will bring that data back to the House at a 
later time. 
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park, first 
supplementary. 
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’ll tell you, those numbers are concerning 
when you get them. 
 
Government knows there are many issues 
with long-term care, and that’s undoubtedly 
one of the reasons why the Province 
commissioned the external review into long-
term care. First, it was promised for the fall 
of 2022, then it was winter 2023. Now, it’s 
spring, and Islanders still have no idea when 
this government intends to be transparent 
and release this report. 
 
Findings of LTC external review 
 
Can the minister please tell us why his 
government is hiding the findings of the 
long-term care external review? 
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker, 
and thank the hon. member for the question. 
 
I do agree with you. It’s a very important 
document. I look forward to seeing it as 
well. It will guide our decisions, and I 
expect it very, very soon. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from 
Charlottetown-Victoria Park.  
 
Ms. Bernard: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Soon is not good enough. This should have 
been released when it was first promised. 
These are human beings that we are talking 
about, who are receiving horrific care under 
your government. 
 
Of course, this isn’t the only long-term care 
information being withheld from Islanders. 
In the past year, we’ve seen dozens and 
dozens of COVID hospitalizations and 
deaths tied to long-term care, yet the 
Province has stopped reporting this data. 
Our office FOIPPed outbreak summaries in 
residential care facilities in PEI, only to find 
that government stopped producing them in 
August 2022.  
 
Cease of COVID reporting in LTC 
 
Can the minister of health explain how it 
benefits Island seniors to stop the tracking 
and reporting of a life-threatening illness? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Health and 
Wellness. 
 
Mr. McLane: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I think I would refer to the CPHO office. 
Again, I think we’ve seen in the past that we 
rely on their expertise and their 
recommendations in order to how to 
communicate with the public. Again, that’s a 
decision that that office makes, and I would 
direct that question more to that office. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora. 

Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Our province is leading the way when it 
comes to protecting the environment, except 
in one area. Presently, there are 87 
petroleum retail outlets across the Island, 
dispensing over 219 million litres of fuel per 
year. This number is staying constant. It’s 
not changing.  
 
With the move towards electric vehicles, 
more efficient gas and diesel vehicles, and 
more public transit, we need to be 
transforming all of Prince Edward Island to 
more environmentally efficient ways of 
distributing all energy sources available. 
With that, we need to support our small, 
family-owned businesses that are struggling 
across the Island. 
 
Speaker: Is there a question? 
 
Support for EV products at gas stations 
 
Mr. Fox: Question to the minister of 
environment: How is your department going 
to support these petroleum outlet stations 
deliver energy-based products in the future? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of 
Environment, Energy and Climate Action.  
 
Mr. Myers: Thank you, and thank you, 
obviously, for the question, because I don’t 
get a whole lot of them, and I do agree the 
work we’re doing in here is very important. 
We do lead the way. We lead the entire 
country, and there are categories which we 
lead the entire world. So, we should be very 
proud, as Islanders. Indeed, we are. Our bus 
transition is ahead of everyone in the entire 
world. 
 
But you know, we do have a program. We 
partner with NRCan to deliver through 
efficiencyPEI to allow businesses who want 
to switch to different sources, i.e. charging 
stations. We partner with them now. You 
see many of them going up. Our charging 
network has grown significantly here. It will 
grow significantly again this summer.  
 
Obviously, we want to help those 
businesses, particularly the ones who deliver 
gasoline to engines right now, to transition 
over to a way that they’ll be able to survive 
and find a profit model that’s going to work 
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for them in the future. If you have any other 
recommendations, I’d certainly take them. 
 
Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora, your first supplementary. 
 
Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
A question to the minister of economic 
growth: These retail outlets supply a range 
of products across the Island. Do they have 
your support and your department’s support 
to continue with energy-based product 
delivery, and how are you going to assist 
them transforming to new delivery models? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Economic 
Development, Innovation and Trade. 
 
Mr. Arsenault: Madam Speaker, I’d like to 
thank the hon. member for the question. 
 
Yes, they would have our support, and we, 
through our department, will assist any 
organizations trying to make improvements 
to anything that could grow the economy 
here in Prince Edward Island. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Borden-
Kinkora, your second supplementary. 
 
Mr. Fox: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Now we have the support of two ministers, 
the minister of environment and also the 
minister of growth, in helping these retail 
outlets and small businesses move forward 
into the future. 
 
Freeze on petroleum storage tank licenses 
 
Question to the minister of environment: 
Will the minister of environment be the first 
minister in North America to freeze the 
issuing of any new petroleum storage tank 
licenses and work towards helping the 
existing petroleum retail outlets transform 
into delivering new, clean energy systems 
across the Island? 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of 
Environment, Energy and Climate Action. 

Mr. Myers: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
Yeah, there’s a lot in that question. Let’s 
start with helping any business transition 
over; we’re going to be there for them 100 
percent because we are leaders in this nation 
and because, in some categories, we are 
leaders in the world.  
 
We want to continue to put our money 
where our mouth is. We want to continue – 
 
Mr. Fox: Will you put a freeze on? 
 
Mr. Myers: Will I put a freeze on? I will 
say we’re undertaking our energy blueprint, 
which you may have read about. It has a 
meeting tonight in Alberton. It’s dealing 
with all facets of energy. It’s not just about 
electricity. It’s about energy, energy use, 
energy future, and what we should do for 
policies for the future. 
 
I think the timing is perfect for you to bring 
this forward. We’ll definitely put it in our 
document and have fierce discussion over it 
and report back to the House. 
 
Thank you.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Souris-
Elmira. 
 
Mr. Croucher: Well, Madam Speaker, it’s 
going to be hard to follow up after that. 
 
Speaker: We know. 
 
Mr. Croucher: Tourism is one of the 
largest industries in our province and we 
have some of the most beautiful parks and 
settings you will find anywhere. The annual 
budget for our 23 day-parks and eight 
campgrounds is falling far short of what is 
required to maintain and repair the 
infrastructure, let alone expanding and/or 
growing our parks. 
 
Funding for park maintenance 
 
Question to the minister of tourism: How is 
your department intending to address this 
funding gap when it comes to maintaining 
our parks? 
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Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
It’s a full title there. 
 
Yes, I do agree, hon. member. The capital 
that we receive each year, I think, is 
$750,000 to maintain 20-some parks isn’t 
quite sufficient. The former minister didn’t 
lobby for any more so we’re very short on 
our budget there, so – 
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct)  
 
Mr. Deagle: But I’ll certainly make good 
friends with the finance minister here and 
hopefully in the fall we can increase that 
budget a little bit. 
 
Mr. McNeilly: There’s something going on 
(Indistinct) –  
 
Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct) 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Souris-
Elmira, your first supplementary. 
 
Premier King: (Indistinct) don’t see the 
electric bus coming. 
 
Mr. Croucher: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker, and thank you to the minister of 
tourism for his answer. You’re right, the 
$700,000 that we have annually is not even 
close to what we need.  
 
I’m aware that a number of our parks are in 
need of significant upgrade and repairs, but 
especially Basin Head and Red Point 
Provincial Parks, which are in my district, 
Souris-Elmira. Both Basin Head and Red 
Point Provincial Parks are in serious need, as 
the minister and I saw in our recent tour of 
both parks. 
 
Plan for Basin Head and Red Point parks 
 
Questions to the minister of tourism: Does 
our government have a plan in place to 
address the needs of these two parks, Basin 
Head and Red Point, in particular? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 

On the limited budget that we do have, we 
basically just maintain them just to keep 
them going each year, but we’re going to 
work to develop perhaps a five-year plan, a 
strategy to address some of the significant 
infrastructure upgrades that we need at all of 
our parks, so I know  – 
 
An Hon. Member: Minister of special 
warrants. 
 
Mr. Deagle: There’s a lot of opportunity for 
expansion in some of our campgrounds and 
parks. We’re going to put forward an actual 
plan in the department and present it when 
the capital budget comes, and we’ll see what 
happens then.  
 
Thank you. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from Souris-
Elmira, your second supplementary.  
 
Mr. Croucher: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
That all sounds very promising. Red Point 
campground operates at 100 percent 
capacity and has been for a number of years. 
There is an opportunity to expand the park, 
with room to add approximately 20 
additional sites. This would allow more of 
our tourists and our locals alike the 
opportunity to enjoy the beautiful 
surroundings Red Point offers. 
 
Investment in Red Point park expansion  
 
Question to the minister of tourism: Is our 
government willing to invest in expanding 
Red Point Park, and if so, is there a 
timeframe in mind? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Fisheries, 
Tourism, Sport and Culture. 
 
Mr. Deagle: We’re certainly going to look 
at it, and it will be part of that –  
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, no. (Indistinct) –  
 
Mr. Deagle: – that five-year plan that we’re 
going to come up with. There’s a number of 
parks that could be expanded, and that is one 
of them. I think the cost would be about 1.5 
million to add those sites to it. It will 
certainly be part of the plan that we submit, I 
can promise you that.  
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Speaker: The hon. Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Oh, sorry, the hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
 
Premier King: Almost, almost. 
 
Speaker: Almost. 
 
Government department location policies 
 
Mr. Henderson: Question to the Minister of 
Housing, Land and Communities: Does your 
department have any policies or protocols 
that encourage government departments to 
locate and incorporate municipalities, or do 
you support moving government agencies to 
unincorporated municipalities? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
I am pleased to rise to speak for the first 
time in the Legislature.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
Mr. Lantz: I am sure that I will have ample 
opportunity. I lost my opportunity to get 
your attention earlier to speak, and I’ll just 
digress for a minute to say that I’m proud to 
be wearing my purple jacket in support of 
Family Violence Prevention Week. I do in 
fact own it. I didn’t buy it just for today. 
 
Thank you, hon. member, for the question. 
We do not, in fact, have any policy in my 
department. I assume that you’re referring to 
the question that you asked yesterday to the 
Minister of Workforce, Advanced Learning 
and Population.  
 
I would have to say that government is 
entitled to apply for a development permit in 
any area of Prince Edward Island, absent 
any policy that says otherwise. It is quite 
possible that after we go through the process 
of our provincial land use planning process, 
that something of that nature might be 
incorporated, but at this time, government 
services can be located anywhere in the 
province.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 

Mr. Henderson: I think it would be 
important that government maybe sets a 
precedent right now, because that’s right, it 
may be something that when you do your 
land policy reviews, that you look at that, 
Madam Speaker.  
 
The three larger western municipalities 
formed a group: the O’Leary, Tignish, and 
Alberton association for municipalities. On a 
regular basis, they meet to discuss basically 
their issues around health care, issues 
around housing issues, as well as 
government policies that would impact 
incorporated communities.  
 
At a recent meeting, the O’Leary, Tignish, 
and Alberton municipalities unanimously 
agreed that government services taken out of 
incorporated municipalities will have 
negative impacts on them all and sends a 
bad signal to the value of being located in an 
incorporated municipality.  
 
Discussion re: government services 
location 
 
Will Minister of Housing, Land and 
Communities discuss this issue with the new 
minister of workforce and advanced learning 
so she can understand the precedent that this 
decision will make on incorporated 
municipalities in PEI, and encourage her to 
have SkillsPEI stay in O’Leary? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Mr. Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m very encouraged to hear that the 
municipalities in West Prince are discussing 
issues of importance to all the municipalities 
in the area. We certainly encourage 
municipalities to speak about items of 
interest in the regions.  
 
In this case, I will have to defer to the 
department with responsibility for this 
decision, but they are certainly discussions 
that we will have. I will take your question 
into consideration, and let you know how we 
feel about it.  
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness. 
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Mr. Henderson: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  
 
I think one of the issues that this decision 
will have, it not only has an issue on the 
incorporated municipalities, but it also has 
issues of pertaining to businesses in the area. 
With this pending move of SkillsPEI and 
CDS out of the Future Tech West building, 
these are anchor tenants in this building, and 
this building was designed or developed by 
the O’Leary development corporation as an 
incubator of services to new businesses 
starting up.  
 
If they all move out by April 2024, the other 
remaining small businesses are concerned 
about their future; businesses like ASTA 
Training, Career Bridges, STEM, and other 
incubator businesses. 
 
Businesses moving to unincorporated 
municipalities 
 
What or where do these businesses go if 
anchor tenants leave? Does the minister 
support businesses moving outside of 
incorporated municipalities? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Rob Lantz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I certainly appreciate the hon. member’s 
concern for service delivery in his region. 
As of this time, we have no policy 
surrounding that. It’s certainly something 
that we can look at. As I said, we like to 
have services in our communities where 
residents can take advantage of those most 
easily. We’ll welcome your input on future 
decisions, but without policies regarding this 
at this time, again, I have to defer this 
decision-making to the department with the 
responsibility for this service. 
 
Speaker: The hon. Member from O’Leary-
Inverness, your final question. 
 
Mr. Henderson: Thanks, Madam Speaker.  
 
But I think it’s important to note that the 
minister here responsible for communities 
has to take a leadership role. He’s the 
minister responsible for all of these 
municipalities out there. Over half of Prince 
Edward Island is an incorporated 

municipality. The previous minister was 
always out meeting with these 
municipalities and encouraged them and 
discouraged –  
 
An Hon. Member: (Indistinct)  
 
Mr. Henderson: You know, very 
hardworking. 
 
Meeting with O’Leary council 
 
Minister, will you meet with Mayor Gavin 
and the O’Leary municipal council to 
discuss issues of moving SkillsPEI to an 
unincorporated municipality? 
 
Speaker: The hon. Minister of Housing, 
Land and Communities. 
 
Rob Lantz:  Thank you, Madam Speaker.  
 
I’m certainly open to meeting with any 
municipal leaders at any time. I understand 
this is an important issue to you. I believe 
it’s something that perhaps the municipal 
leaders can raise up through their 
conversations with the Federation of PEI 
Municipalities. 
 
As I said, in the absence of any policy, I’ll 
defer that decision-making to the department 
responsible for SkillsPEI at this time, but 
I’m willing to consider policies that help 
boost municipalities and the services that are 
available there. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!  
 
 
[End of Question Period]  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


