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The Legislature sat at 2:00 p.m.

Matters of Privilege and Recognition of
Guests

Speaker: The hon. Premier.
Premier Ghiz: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Today I’d like to welcome everyone in the
public gallery today, specifically students
from my old high school, from Colonel Gray
High School. They are the grade 10
Canadian studies students. Their teachers
that are here today are Rob MacAdam,
Dominique Lecours, Shawn Doiron and Jeff
MacDonald. Also, one of those students
happens to be a cousin of mine.

I’d like to say hello to Rachael Loggie who
is in the gallery today. She is a great athlete
and a great musician. We were actually at a
great fundraiser last night for the Special
Olympics and Rachael is actually going to
be representing PEI at a national event in
London, Ontario in July, I believe. I’m sure
all members join me in wishing her good
luck when she attends that meet in London.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Premier Ghiz: Great to see Eddie Lund
here, as well, and everyone else here in the
gallery.

Of course, on the weekend there was a tragic
accident involving one of our employees.
EA to the minister of education, Stephen
Turner, at the age of 27 passed away. He
was a great Islander, a great advocate. I’'m
sure that all members join me in passing
along our condolences to Stephen’s family. |
know the minister of education will have a
minister’s statement later on. But | think it
would be appropriate if we took a moment
of silence right now to remember Stephen.
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[There was a moment of silence]

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

I’d like to rise and welcome all our visitors
in the gallery today, our regulars, and all the
students from Colonel Gray. Thank you out
in the hallway for helping me prepare a few
extra special questions for today’s session.

I also want to say hello to Rob, Dominique,
Shawn and Jeff, who are the teachers that
are with us.

I, too, would like, on behalf of opposition, to
offer condolences to Stephen Turner’s
family, to the government members’ office,
and to the minister of education. 1’d also,
finally, like to offer condolences to the
family of George Roach who had passed
away in my own district.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Education
and Early Childhood Development and
Attorney General.

Mr. D. Currie: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

I rise today, too, to welcome all our special
guests. |1 know the students in particular
from Colonel Gray High School and
acknowledge Rob MacAdam with the group,
Shawn Doiron and Jeff MacDonald, and
Lori is there with a constituent of mine as an
EA who does great work in the system. |
can’t help but acknowledging Dominique
Lecours as a former colleague of mine and
now is in administration and was a
tremendous educator at Birchwood. | know
that the students from Colonel Gray are
benefitting from all her skills and her love
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for her profession.
Thank you.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Member from Alberton-
Roseville.

Mr. Murphy: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

It’s a pleasure to rise in the House today to
welcome some special guests from up in
Alberton. My sister Kelly is here, along with
two long-time volunteers in the community
of Alberton, Alan and Lynda Curtis. Alan is
a member of the Alberton town council. He
gives freely of his time and Lynda pretty
much runs the museum up there in Alberton,
and the Historical Society. 1’d like to
welcome them here today.

1’d also like to welcome all those that are
watching in the beautiful District of
Alberton-Roseville on EastLink.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Member from Belfast-
Murray River.

Mr. McGeoghegan: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I, too, would like to welcome everybody to
the gallery today, especially my favourite
younger sister, Amy, sitting up there. She
just loves it when I point her out. Also Barry
Smith and Eddie Lund.

Thank you.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Member from West
Royalty-Springvale.
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Mr. Dumville: 1, too, would like to
welcome everybody to the gallery here
today, and say hello to everybody out there
in West Royalty-Springvale. A special hello
to Allister Cummings who was in the
hospital for a few days last week and is
home now and is recovering very
comfortably. So all the best, Allister, and get
well.

Thank you very much, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: Hon. members, before we move
on, for the benefit of the students from
Colonel Gray, you’ll notice that we have
some students working here on the floor of
the Legislature. They are students chosen
from high schools across the Island in
grades 11 and 12.

If you’re interested, we usually see your
social studies teachers. The teachers from
the schools choose the students, if you’re
interested. We do have somebody from
Colonel Gray with us today. Dunja Stajic is
from Colonel Gray. So you’ll see her around
your school. | would also like to welcome
you all.

Statements by Members

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Summerside-St. Eleanors.

Congratulations to curler Kathy
O’Rourke

Mr. Greenan: Thank you, Madam Speaker.

On Sunday, February 7™, all Island curling
fans, and indeed most Islanders, were glued
to their televisions and computers watching
the championship game of the 2010 Scotties
Tournament of Hearts, featuring team
Canada’s Jennifer Jones and PEI’s Kathy
O’Rourke from the Charlottetown Curling
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Club. The outcome of that game was an 8-7
extra end and the Island team captured the
silver medal.

The O’Rourke team created history in
becoming the first Island women’s team to
reach the final and, in doing so, caught the
attention of the Canadian curling
community. Coach Al Ledgerwood couldn’t
have been more proud of the 2010 Island
team - of lead Trisha Affleck, second Erin
Carmody, who throws skip rocks, third
Geri-Lynn Ramsay, and skip, Kathy
O’Rourke, who throws second stones, and
alternate Shelly Bradley.

At the awards banguet that evening, Erin
Carmody of Summerside was presented the
prestigious Sandra Schmirler Most Valuable
Player award as a top curler in the playoffs
at this year’s Canadian women’s
championship.

I might add that along with Erin, both Geri-
Lynn and Kathy began their curling careers
with the junior program in Summerside.

I’m sure the members of the Legislature and,
indeed, all Islanders will join me in
extending our congratulations to the
O’Rourke team for making our One Island
Community so proud of their success this
year.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Government House
Leader.

Administrative Assistants Week
Mr. Gallant: Thank you, Madam Speaker.
It is with great pleasure that | rise today to

recognize the hard work and dedication of
administrative assistants across our
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province. This week marks Administrative
Assistants Week.

This annual event was originally organized
in 1952 as National Secretaries Week.
Today, more than 475,000 administrative
professionals are employed in Canada.
Millions more administrative professionals
work in offices all over the world.

Fellow members, the Administrative
Assistants Week was established as an effort
to recognize contributions in the workplace
and to attract people to
secretarial/administrative careers.

In the year 2000 the name changed from
Professional Secretaries Week to
Administrative Professionals Week and
Administrative Professionals Day to keep
pace with changing job titles and expanding
responsibilities of today’s administrative
work force.

I would like to thank administrative
assistants across our province for their
commitment, dedication and hard work.
These people are the backbone of many of
our businesses and industries across Prince
Edward Island.

I would now like to formally recognize the
administrative assistants within the
government members’ office. They include
Hazel Gallant, Nancy Drew, Kathy Paugh,
Allison Lawlor and Kim Munro. Thank you,
ladies, for your continued hard work.

In closing, | would like us to take this
opportunity to congratulate all
administrative assistants across our province
for a job well done.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Member from
Georgetown-St. Peters.
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Tribute to Don Anderson

Mr. M. Currie: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I rise today to pay tribute to a truly
remarkable Islander, Mr. Don Anderson.
Don was a proud resident of St. Peter’s and
a dedicated husband and father.

Don was well known in the potato industry,
not just on PEI, but around the world. He
operated a 500-acre family farm and was
previously the director of the PEI Potato
Marketing Board and the founding director
of the World Potato Congress. He also had
the distinction of being the first Islander to
be appointed to the Potato Association of
America.

Don’s production of such things as disease-
free seed is seen as just one example of his
dedication and innovation in the industry.

Don was honoured in 1998 with an
induction into the Atlantic Agricultural Hall
of Fame. Despite all of the national and
international attention he received, he
remained a dedicated family man and a
strong community supporter.

I want to extend my condolences to Don’s
wife Kathleen, and his daughters Sharon,
Susan and Sally, and son Scott. Don will
indeed be missed by all of you but his
legacy in the potato industry and his
community will live on for generations to
come.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!
Responses to Questions Taken As Notice

Questions by Members

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
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Opposition.

Evaluation of immigrant partnership
category in PNP

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

The Auditor General told the government a
year ago to conduct an evaluation of the
immigrant partnership category of PNP. My
first question to the innovation minister.
Minister, your response on the 2010 Auditor
General report shows that you have refuted
this recommendation. Why?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

With respect to that particular
recommendation, staff at 1Dl are awaiting a
framework for evaluation to be put forward
by Citizenship and Immigration Canada. We
are yet to receive that. When we do, we will
certainly complete that recommendation.

Thank you.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, a question to the minister.

The Auditor General asked you a year ago
to do this. An evaluation to the program, not
the 30,000-foot framework, which is entirely
different, that the feds are talking about. But
the Auditor General asked your department
to do a thorough evaluation, why did you
refuse to do it?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.
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Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I believe I indicated we didn’t refuse to do
it. I don’t remember in the Auditor
General’s recommendations anything about
a 30,000-foot level evaluation. We are
expecting the regulatory framework to be
forwarded to us by Citizenship and
Immigration Canada, and when we do
receive that we’ll be pleased to carry out
that recommendation.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, let’s remind the minister, in April
2009 you told this House you’d be
discussing the evaluation with your staff.

In fact, you said you couldn’t overstate the
importance of the program. You said: I’ll
take that under further advisement and have
the discussions actually today.

Tell us about the evaluation that you were
working on a year ago.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Again, we’re waiting for the framework for
evaluation of our partner category. We have
a commitment from the federal government
through Citizenship and Immigration
Canada that we will receive that framework,
and upon receipt of that framework we will
conduct the evaluation.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
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Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

On page 57 of the Auditor General’s report
of 2009 the Auditor General says: 11DI
should conduct an evaluation of the
immigrant partnership category of the PNP
program.

Why do you refuse to do that?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I don’t believe I have refused to do that. As |
indicated, we’re waiting for the regulatory
framework to be forwarded to us by
Citizenship and Immigration Canada. When
we do receive that we’ll be pleased to
complete the evaluation.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, this is the same minister that a year
ago told us he was in direct discussions with
a federal minister on a new program. He told
us how many times there was a settlement
strategy. The Auditor General asked for an
evaluation. When are you completing an
evaluation on this program Mr. Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

I believe in the same Auditor General’s
report that the Leader of the Opposition
refers to, with respect to that particular
recommendation, the response from IIDI



HANSARD

P.E.l. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

20 APRIL 2010

was that Citizenship and Immigration
Canada are completing a framework for a
national evaluation of Provincial Nominee
Programs, and PEI will be participating in
that evaluation.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Maybe to the same minister, let’s talk about
what should be in that evaluation. If you’re
going to be either completing the evaluation
that the Auditor General asked or if you’re
waiting for the federal government to design
a framework for you, my question to you is:
What will we expect in the evaluation
framework, Mr. Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

As | believe | indicated, that evaluation
framework is being drawn up by Citizenship
and Immigration Canada so it’s hard to
comment on what we might expect in it.
Perhaps if the Leader of the Opposition is
talking to some of her friends in Ottawa they
may enlighten her as to what might be in it.
We’re still awaiting that framework, and
when we do receive it, we’ll be completing
the evaluation.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
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Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. Mr. Minister, you’re
the minister of this department, you’re the
minister on this file. We all know how
mismanaged it’s been. The Auditor General
asked you to do an evaluation. Surely to
heavens you’d understand or have a few
ideas in terms of the methodology that
should be used in an evaluation. Please
inform the House what you expect to cover
in such a framework.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

The Leader of the Opposition constantly
refers to the mismanagement of this
program. | want to remind the Leader of the
Opposition that this has probably been one
of the most beneficial programs that this
province has ever seen in its history.

Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Mr. Campbell: Whether those benefits be
tied to the investment in the business
community in this province, whether those
benefits are with respect to the cultural
diversity that we’ve built - and | see
probably some of our new Islanders joining
us in the gallery here today. It’s an
absolutely fantastic program, and if that’s
what she refers to as mismanagement, I’ll
take it any day.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.
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Going back to the same minister, | believe
you were going to answer in terms of what
you expect to be an evaluation framework.
What would the methodology be? Perhaps
you might want to comment: Will you be
doing an evaluation from the beginning of
the program? What’s the sample size, etc.?
What are the expectations? After all, you’re
the second minister on this file, and it’s been
thoroughly mismanaged.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Ms. Dunsford: The third minister on this
file.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Just perhaps as a note of correction, I’m not
the second minister on this file. I believe the
Member from Georgetown-St. Peters was
also a minister on this file.

As | stated already, it’s premature to talk
about what might be included in that
framework. That framework is being
devised by the federal government through
Citizenship and Immigration Canada. When
we receive that framework, as I indicated,
we’d be very happy to complete the
recommendation of the Auditor General.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. This is the minister
that told us he was in discussions last year
with the federal minister on a new program.
Actually, 1 think I read in the Guardian here
a couple of weeks ago he was going to have
a new program. Surely to heavens you’d
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have the evaluation completed.

My question to you is - after all, it was your
department that actually called in the police
on immigrants in the past - what’s in the
evaluation framework, Mr. Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

It’s hard to comment on what might be in
the evaluation framework, as we haven’t
received it. It’s the same question, it’s the
same answer. We’re awaiting that
evaluation framework from the federal
government, and when we receive it we’ll
complete the recommendation of the
Auditor Generaltoa T.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, to the same minister.

Mr. Minister, you’re always in this House
saying that you’re following through with
every recommendation of the Auditor
General. The Auditor General asked you to
do an evaluation, not waiting in the future,
but to have it done for this year.

My question. In his report the Auditor
General found many problems of
mismanagement. He only reviewed less than
4% of the files. My question to you, Mr.
Minister: Will your evaluation include 25%,
50%, 70% of all files? Tell us what’s going
to be in it.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.
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Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Perhaps, following Question Period, | could
get some contact information for the federal
minister of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada, since it’s he that’s devising the
framework for evaluation. Perhaps the
Leader of the Opposition could check with
him to see what might be in it.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, this is the minister that’s
responsible.

It’s a co-managed agreement. Right clear in
the original agreement it talks about the
province designs the provincial part. My
question to you, Mr. Minister, is: What do
you have as expectations in the evaluation
framework? You’re the minister, it’s three
years late, are we going to have another
minister? Someone else that can actually do
the work on the file?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

With respect to any expectations that I might
have with respect to evaluation of this great
program, | expect that the hon. minister of
Citizenship and Immigration Canada will
put forward a very good document with
respect to a regulatory framework for
evaluation.

I also expect that 1IDI1 and this government
will take that framework and provide an
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evaluation as per the recommendation of the
Auditor General.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

This minister talked about this framework a
year ago. Who in your department is the
lead? Is it Dr. Michael Mayne?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

There is certainly a number of very
professional and dedicated senior
bureaucrats in my department who work on
this file. As I indicated in the past, I’m very
pleased with the hard work done by senior
officials at IIDI. A great group of
professional and dedicated public servants in
this province doing a great job for all
Islanders.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker, to the same minister.

Mr. Minister, are you telling us you do not
know who in your department is the lead on
this extremely important file?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.
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As minister responsible for the department
and also for IIDI, I’m the lead on the file.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, this is the same minister who’s told
us many stories in the past.

Now we’re getting some answers. So it’s
your responsibility and you’ve chosen to do
nothing on this file. Is that the case, Mr.
Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: No.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, to the same minister.

Since you are the sole person responsible,
when you are working on the framework
with the federal people in CIC, who’s
designing the framework? Is it your 11DI
staff or is it the senior deputies’ committee
that the Premier often talks about that’s
helping you out with the Population
Secretariat and their work? Who is it?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

I don’t know, maybe the Leader of the
Opposition didn’t hear what | stated earlier,
but that framework is being derived by the
department of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada at the federal level. As per who
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might be designing that in Ottawa, again, if
she’d like to contact the federal minister,
perhaps he could provide those answers for
her.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

For the last several years, the last three in
particular, we often hear about the federal-
provincial team that’s working on this file.
Provincial is part of that. We’re asking you
today about who’s on your provincial team.
Who’s responsible? Is it Dr. Michael
Mayne? Who is?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

I believe, as | indicated earlier, as minister
responsible for the department and
overseeing IIDI, | am ultimately responsible
for the file.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, to the same minister.

Could the minister tell us one thing, one
action you’re actually doing on this file? On
the evaluation?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.
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Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

Yes, with respect to the evaluation of the
file, it’s like any other government program.
It’s evaluated on an ongoing basis like any
other program might be. But this particular
file, we’re awaiting an evaluation
framework from the federal government,
and when we have that framework we’ll
complete the Auditor General’s
recommendation as per the Auditor
General’s report.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. Mr. Minister, you told
everybody last year that you were working
on a settlement strategy, and we found out
just lately you had to hire an outside
consultant to do that. My question to the
minister, a standard practice with the
program that, according to the previous
minister, brought in over 400 million to the
province in 2008. Are you using an outside
agency to do any part of this evaluation?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Again, we have a lot of very senior public
servants here in the province working on
this file. Again, we’re working closely with
the federal government awaiting that
regulatory framework. We’ve got some
great dedicated staff. I’m very proud of the
work they do. Again, as we receive the
framework that’s necessary we’ll be pleased
to conclude the evaluation.
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Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. Is it Dr. Michael
Mayne that’s working on the framework
here, or is it because he’s so busy trying to
deliver on the famous prosperity plan that no
work’s getting done?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

Dr. Michael Mayne’s probably one of the
most dedicated professionals I’ve ever
encountered in my life. The Leader of the
Opposition claims that there’s no work
being done on the Island prosperity strategy.
I believe | quoted some figures here just last
week with respect to the results of the Island
prosperity strategy to date.

The aerospace industry in PEI has grown by
over 24% over the last two years. It now
accounts for 25% of our international
exports from this province and employs
upwards of 900 people in the province. The
bioscience sector, one of the fastest growing
sectors here in the province, IT companies
are expanding in the province, great
companies like CGI Group Inc., like
Advantage Communications, like Virtual-
Agent Services, who’s expanded, who’s set
up in Bedeque. We have bioscience
companies like Nature’s Crops International
in Kensington. As | indicated last week and
as | indicate again, the Island prosperity
strategy is a great plan, and the plan is
working.



HANSARD

P.E.l. LEGISLATIVE ASSEMBLY

20 APRIL 2010

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

Last week we learned in the Legislature that
the Population Secretariat certainly were
travelling a lot to Europe. I guess their work,
according to the I1DI report - | actually went
back to check my figures - they actually
attracted less than eight workers to the
province.

Methodology of evaluation

To the same minister. In the evaluation,
from the provincial perspective, can you
explain the due diligence that you’re
working into the methodology, especially in
the area of staff training, staff bonuses, and
staff that actually participated on this file?
Explain the due diligence, please.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I’d just like to speak also about the great
work done by the Population Secretariat
here in the province of PEI. Under the CEO
of the Population Secretariat there’s been a
lot of great work done with respect to
recruiting, and | want to thank Mr. Jim
Ferguson for the hard work that he does at
the Population Secretariat in leading the
group over there.

The Leader of the Opposition talks about, |
don’t know, it was eight or nine people who
moved to PEI that resulted from recruiting
trips. | don’t know how she would measure
that. We don’t go over, pick a country - we
don’t go to foreign countries with an empty
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plane and just ask people to get in and then
take them back to PEI. There could be
people who have come to the province over
the last year or two years as a direct result of
the recruiting missions of the Population
Secretariat. | don’t know how she measures
that.

But I do want to thank the Population
Secretariat for its great work in getting out
and promoting PEI and helping us to deal
with the skilled labour shortage here in the
province.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, 1I’m starting to see the picture
really clear.

It’s actually in your report -
An Hon. Member: (Indistinct).

Leader of the Opposition: - it’s in your
own report, minister, the methodology that
you used to use the figure of eight skilled
workers. So perhaps you should go back and
have a good conversation with your own
department on the methodology they used to
do the 2007-2008 report and the 2008-2009
report. Because obviously it’s not that clear
to you. Would you like to go back to your
own department, Mr. Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

I’d be very pleased to go back to my own
department. It’s just a great group of
individuals doing a lot of hard work and |
want to thank them. I want to thank them on
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behalf of this provincial Legislature and this
government for the hard work they do for
the great people of Prince Edward Island
day in and day out in this province.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, to the same minister.

When you’re back in the department, maybe
you can talk to your lead, or whoever is
working on this file, and ask what the due
diligence is going to be and the
methodology, especially because your staff
participated directly in this program. So my
question to you is: How are you going to
write the due diligence and the methodology
on the evaluation to make sure we all get a
clear understanding of the depth of the
issues in this program, Mr. Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you, Madam
Speaker.

I would expect when we receive a regulatory
framework from a federal government
department, Citizenship and Immigration
Canada, that that will no doubt outline the
due diligence and the methodology. Again,
we’re awaiting that regulatory framework.
When we do receive it we’ll be pleased to
exercise it.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Expected retention rates

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
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Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. This is the minister
that last year in January, or actually in April,
told us he was in full discussions with the
federal minister, and we found out very
clear there wasn’t one discussion.

So my question to you is - you’re co-signed
on that agreement. You’re responsible for
the provincial part. Obviously if you’re
talking about a new program you’re going to
try to be clear to the feds that you’ve
actually done some work on the old
program.

My question to you, Mr. Minister, is this: In
your original goals, what were your
expected retention rates for 2007, 2008 and
2009, and how were they included in the
methodology for the evaluation, Mr.
Minister?

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Some Hon. Members: (Indistinct).

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The Leader of the Opposition refers to
communications and new programs. | can
assure you that I and staff at 11Dl have been
in contact with the federal government with
respect to the release of new programs. As a
matter of fact, | sent a letter off to the hon.
Jason Kenney, Minister of Citizenship,
Immigration and Multiculturalism,
informing him of our intentions here in PEI
as per the regulations of the federal-
provincial agreement on immigration. I’'m
awaiting a reply from Minister Kenney as to
his thoughts on new programs.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
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Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: Madam
Speaker, this is extremely disappointing to
the public, who want answers on this
program, and to the business community,
who are expecting a new program.

You’ve obviously done no work in your
own department. But my question to you
was on the retention goals. Can you tell us
what your original retention goals -
especially when you ram, what, 1,800-plus
applications through - what are your
expected retention rates for that cohort?

An Hon. Member: One hundred per cent.
We always aim for (Indistinct)

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The cultural diversity side of what the
Provincial Nominee Program has brought to
this province has been absolutely fantastic.
We see it day in and day out on the streets
and in our schools.

Obviously, as new Islanders arrive here in
PEI, our goal is very simple - we’d like to
retain each and every new Islander who
arrive in PEI. Now, we know that’s
unrealistic, it’s not going to happen, and
that’s the great part about the great country
that we live in, Canada. If someone arrives
in PELI, it’s their choice. They’re free to
move about the country. That’s what makes
Canada such a great country.

But our goal remains the same: to retain
each and every new Islander who arrives in
this province. We’ll strive each and every
day - it’s a priority of this department - to
see those retention numbers grow here at
home.
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Thank you, Madam Speaker.
Some Hon. Members: Hear, hear!

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.

Leader of the Opposition: (Indistinct),
Madam Speaker.

Mr. Minister, I’m glad to hear that you are
wanting to retain all our newcomers, many
of which came here because of their interest
in the Canadian dream.

So, in the evaluation, how many interviews
will you be doing with each applicant to find
out and determine if they stayed here, if they
didn’t stay here? Why or why not? Because
that would be included in any evaluation,
Mr. Minister.

Speaker: The hon. Minister of Innovation
and Advanced Learning.

Mr. Campbell: Thank you very much,
Madam Speaker.

The hon. Leader of the Opposition keeps
replying to the evaluation. Again and again
I’ll tell the Leader of the Opposition that we
are waiting the framework as per the
notification we received from the
department of Citizenship and Immigration
Canada.

I have the hon. minister’s email address
here. | can provide it to the Leader of the
Opposition following Question Period if she
wants to share her views on what might be
included in that framework. I’m sure he’d be
more than happy to hear from her.

Thank you, Madam Speaker.

Speaker: The hon. Leader of the
Opposition.
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Evaluation and businesses

Leader of the Opposition: Thank you,
Madam Speaker.

To the same minister. Mr. Minister, you’re
the man that’s responsible for this program.
You’re the man that has had this file - the
second minister, we’ll have to admit.
There’s nothing done. Are we batting for
number three to be next after the session
closes?

My question to you, Mr. Minist