November 26, 2013
Standing Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Energy and Forestry
First Report of the Fourth Session, Sixty‐fourth General Assembly
Committee Activities
Madam Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly:
Introduction
The Standing Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Energy and Forestry is pleased to
present its report to the Members of the Legislative Assembly concerning its activities during
the Third Session of the Sixty‐fourth General Assembly.
Mandate
The Standing Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Energy and Forestry is charged with
matters concerning agriculture, environment, energy and forestry. In addition, it may, by
majority opinion, meet to examine and inquire into such matters and things as the committee
deems appropriate.
Membership
Permanent members of your committee are:
Paula Biggar, Chair (District 23, Tyne Valley‐Linkletter)
James Aylward (District 6, Stratford-Kinlock)
Kathleen Casey (District 14, Charlottetown-Lewis Point)
Bush Dumville (District 15, West Royalty-Springvale)
Pat Murphy (District 26, Alberton‐Roseville)
Hon. Steven Myers (District 2, Georgetown-St. Peters)
Hal Perry (District 27, Tignish-Palmer Road)
Buck Watts (District 8, Tracadie‐Hillsborough Park)
Sonny Gallant (District 24, Evangeline-Miscouche) also served as a substitute member.
Changes in Membership
On October 8, 2013 Hon. Steven Myers (District 2, Georgetown-St. Peters) joined the
committee.
Committee Activities
On June 6, 2013, your committee met to receive presentations from Marie Burge and Andrew
Lush of Don’t Frack PEI on hydraulic fracturing for gas extraction; from Irene Novaczek and Ann
Wheatley of Save Our Seas and Shores (SOSS) – PEI Chapter on exploration and drilling for oil in
the Gulf of St. Lawrence; and from Matthew McCarville on alternative energy. As a result of the
discussions with Don’t Frack PEI and SOSS your committee wrote to PetroWorth Resources and
Corridor Resources Inc., two companies who hold or have held exploration licenses on PEI and
in the Old Harry region of the Gulf of St. Lawrence, to request updates on their future plans and
views on the potential impacts of on- and off-shore oil and gas exploration/extraction. No
response was received from either company.
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On September 25, 2013, your committee met to receive presentations from Tony Reddin and
Georgina Vardy of the Environmental Coalition of PEI on energy policy; and from Joe Dorgan
and Garth Jenkins of North Atlantic Organics Ltd. on the use of seaweed as an agricultural
supplement.
Your committee was invited to the October 16, 2013 meeting of the Standing Committee on
Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development to receive a briefing by Sylvain Archambault
of the St. Lawrence Coalition on exploration and drilling for oil in the Gulf of St. Lawrence, and
several committee members did attend.
On November 14, 2013, your committee met to consider its report to the Assembly.
Recommendations
1. Your committee recommends that Government declare a moratorium on high volume
hydraulic fracturing on Prince Edward Island.
Your committee is very concerned that hydraulic fracturing, or “fracking,” for shale gas
extraction has not been shown to be safe and is in fact a significant threat to health and the
environment. Information provided to your committee indicated that the fluid pumped into the
ground in the fracturing process contains numerous different combinations of chemicals, some
of which may be toxic and/or carcinogenic. The likelihood of leaks from extraction wells and the
permeability of PEI’s sandstone mean that these fluids can spread easily, including into the
aquifers Islanders rely on for drinking water. Interaction of contaminated groundwater with
surface water would threaten aquatic habitats and fisheries. Hydraulic fracturing also uses
volumes of fresh water on par with the weekly usage of a city like Charlottetown just to pump
one well. Heavy truck traffic is required to bring water to a well site and to remove the
chemical-water waste mixture after the well is pumped, which raises the potential for spills, not
to mention the question of waste disposal. It has been reported to your committee that
discussions on fracking in Island communities have revealed a great deal of fear and concern
over this method of resource extraction. Indeed, fracking-related leaks, spills and accidents
would be catastrophic for our province, and your committee believes it would be best to
prohibit this form of underground gas extraction. Your committee also notes that
Newfoundland and Labrador recently declared such a moratorium.
2.

A) Your committee recommends that Government declare a moratorium on offshore
oil and gas exploration and drilling in Prince Edward Island’s territorial waters.
B) Your committee recommends that Government collaborate with the governments
of Canada, New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and Quebec to
establish a comprehensive management plan for the Gulf of St. Lawrence that puts a
priority on protection of the marine ecosystem.

An oil spill or blowout in the Gulf of St. Lawrence would be devastating for the Gulf’s 6,000
marine species, fisheries, coastal communities, and the tourism and seafood industries. Despite
advanced technology and learning, there is still no way to guarantee that such a catastrophe
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can be prevented; the recent blowout in the Gulf of Mexico demonstrates that even an
experienced global petroleum concern such as BP cannot negate the possibility of disaster.
At present your committee is not aware of any proposals to explore for oil in PEI’s immediate
offshore area, though exploration did take place off East Point in the 1970s. A moratorium
would demonstrate commitment to protect our part of the Gulf, and your committee notes
that Quebec already has a moratorium in place in part of its Gulf waters. However, true
protection from the effects of oil spills in the Gulf can only be gained through a joint effort of
the five provinces who share it and the federal government. An environmental assessment is
currently underway at the Old Harry prospect off the west coast of Newfoundland, and
exploration and drilling may occur in the next few years. Old Harry is in the Laurentian trench, a
deepwater area where migratory fish and whales come in out of the Gulf; a spill or blowout
there would affect many species. The Gulf current patterns carry water (and any contaminants
it may hold) from that area southward around the Magdalene Islands and PEI. Spills would not
dissipate quickly as it takes roughly eleven months for water to flush out of the Gulf and into
the Atlantic.
The environmental assessment of the Old Harry prospect is being carried out by the CanadaNewfoundland and Labrador Offshore Petroleum Board, which has been criticized for its
conflicting mandate of promoting oil exploration while also ensuring environmental protection.
Even if it had a more straightforward mandate, the board is a one-province entity and should
not be tasked with making decisions for a body of water shared by five provinces. For this
reason your committee encourages Government to work with the governments of Canada,
New Brunswick, Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and Quebec to establish a plan for
the entire Gulf that minimizes threats to its sustainability and the people, animals and
industries that currently depend on it.
3. Your committee recommends that the Energy Strategy and 10 Point Plan for Wind Energy
documents be updated to guide action over the next five years and beyond.
These strategy documents were released in 2008 and several of the actions they called for
included a 2013 deadline. The worldwide economic downturn certainly affected the capacity to
follow through on plans in energy and other sectors, and it would be worthwhile to examine
which actions have been completed, which need further work, and which new directions are
worth pursuing.
4. Your committee recommends that updated energy policies place an even greater emphasis
on promotion of alternative, renewable energy sources instead of fossil fuels.
It is well known that fossil fuels are major factors in air pollution and climate change. A
significant reduction in the use of fossil fuels would benefit our air, water, soil and human
health by removing a source of pollution. The burden on our economy would diminish as air
pollution takes less of a toll on human health and we become less reliant on imported fuel. In
place of fossil fuels, a commitment to renewable energy could position the Island as an energy
leader among North American jurisdictions. That commitment must include all aspects of
energy management, from generation to distribution to storage. But in doing so the Island
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would create new economic and employment opportunity, retain our young people, strengthen
our communities, attract more visitors and newcomers, and boost our image around the world.
5. Your committee recommends that energy policies put a high priority on conservation and
efficiency.
Eliminating wasted energy is just as important as generating it in a renewable manner. Public
education efforts to promote energy efficient choices at home and at work must continue. Your
committee suggests that an expansion of the programs offered by the Office of Energy
Efficiency should be considered.
6. Your committee recommends that Government assist however it can in the development
of storage technology for wind-generated energy, and in the promotion of that technology’s
usage.
PEI is now taking advantage of its capacity to generate energy by harnessing the wind. But the
wind does not always blow, and sometimes it blows more than our energy needs require.
Methods for storing excess energy for later use as electricity or heat are emerging. Your
committee encourages Government to support municipal programs that promote the use of
ceramic and hot water heaters for this purpose and to investigate the feasibility of a provincial
program. Other means of energy storage, such as in large cement slabs beneath public
buildings or refurbished electric vehicle batteries, have been suggested to your committee and
are worth investigating for their efficacy and possible use on Prince Edward Island.
7. Your committee recommends that standards of energy efficiency for new construction be
established and implemented under the Provincial Building Code Act.
Until we are able to wean ourselves off of fossil fuels, we can expect the cost of heating and
electrifying public and private structures to continue to rise. Establishing a minimum level of
efficiency that is in line with current knowledge and technology will allow the buildings we
construct today to better retain the energy put into them in the future.
8. Your committee recommends that Government assist in the development of Island-owned
businesses which find innovative uses for naturally occurring resources.
Your committee thoroughly enjoyed hearing of the success that North Atlantic Organics Ltd. has
achieved in developing a multi-purpose agricultural supplement out of the mixed seaweed that
is commonly found on Island beaches. Island business people will provide the drive and
innovation to bring creative natural products to market. Your committee encourages
Government representatives to stay in close contact with these businesses so that timely
assistance is available when needed, whether it is in applying for program funding, eliminating
unnecessary bureaucratic delays, or providing relevant expertise and advice.
Conclusion
Your committee extends its thanks to the various individuals and organizations that shared
their views in the past several months. It is reassuring to see Islanders putting so much time and
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energy into issues of environmental protection, renewable resources and conservation. We all
have the responsibility of stewardship on behalf of our children and grandchildren.

Respectfully submitted,

Paula Biggar, MLA
Chair
Standing Committee on Agriculture, Environment, Energy and Forestry
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