November 19, 2013
Standing Committee on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development
First Report of the Fourth Session, Sixty‐fourth General Assembly
Committee Activities
Madam Speaker and Members of the Legislative Assembly:
Introduction
The Standing Committee on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development is pleased to
present its report to the Members of the Legislative Assembly concerning its activities during
the Third Session of the Sixty‐fourth General Assembly.
Mandate
The Standing Committee on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development is charged with
matters concerning fisheries, transportation and rural development. In addition, it may, by
majority opinion, meet to examine and inquire into such matters and things as the committee
deems appropriate.
Membership
Permanent members of your committee are:
Sonny Gallant, Chair (District 24, Evangeline‐Miscouche)
Paula Biggar (District 23, Tyne Valley‐Linkletter)
Colin LaVie (District 1, Souris‐Elmira)
Charles McGeoghegan (District 4, Belfast‐Murray River)
Pat Murphy (District 26, Alberton‐Roseville)
Hon. Steven Myers (District 2, Georgetown‐St. Peters)
Buck Watts (District 8, Tracadie‐Hillsborough Park)
Bush Dumville (District 15, West Royalty-Springvale) and Hal Perry (District 27, Tignish-Palmer
Road) served as substitute members.
Committee Activities
On April 19, 2013, your committee met with Kenny Drake, Lee Knox, Ian MacPherson, Mike
McGeoghegan and Chuck White of the PEI Fishermen’s Association to receive a presentation on
sustainable fishery certification through the Marine Stewardship Council.
On April 30, 2013, your committee met to discuss its work plan. On June 12, 2013, your
committee met with Hon. Ron MacKinley, Richard Gallant and Brian Schmeisser of the Depart
of Fisheries, Aquaculture and Rural Development to receive a presentation on the Rural Action
Plan.
On June 25, 2013, your committee met to receive presentations from Randy Angus, Ed
Frenette, Sandra Gaudet, Don MacKenzie and Matilda Ramjattan of the Mi’kmaq Confederacy
of PEI on First Nations’ perspectives on sustainable fishery certification; and from Brenda
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Campbell, Stan Casey and Malcolm Pitre of the PEI Shellfish Association on the state of the
shellfish industry.
On October 16, 2013, your committee met to receive presentations from Sylvain Archambault
of the St. Lawrence Coalition on oil exploration in the Gulf of St. Lawrence; and from Mary
Stephension and Chris Mills of the Department of Fisheries and Oceans on the MSX oyster
parasite. On November 14, 2013, your committee met to consider its report to the Assembly.
Recommendations
1. Your committee recommends that the PEI Fishermen’s Association, Island seafood
processors, and First Nations fishers continue to work together toward sustainable fishery
certification on the premise that it will be of benefit to fishers and processors, and that
fishery decisions will remain in Island hands.
Your committee is pleased that fishers, processors and First Nations are carefully evaluating all
aspects of certification before pursuing it through the Marine Stewardship Council. Consumers
are demanding evidence that the seafood they eat is harvested in a sustainable manner.
Though your committee is confident that Island fishers are already working hard to harvest
lobster and other species in ways that ensure the health of future stocks and habitat, the
adoption of a third party certification brand will help to foster consumer trust in distant
markets, such as Europe.
2. Should fisher, processor and First Nations representatives request assistance with the cost
of assessment for sustainable fishery certification, your committee recommends that
Government consider providing it and supporting a similar request to the federal
government.
3. Your committee reminds the provincial Department of Fisheries, Aquaculture and Rural
Development, the federal Department of Fisheries and Oceans, and future iterations of the
Standing Committee on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development to continue to
consult regularly with PEI’s First Nations on matters related to fisheries.
First Nations fishery rights are established in law, and with many licenses throughout the
Maritime region First Nations fishers are a significant part of several fisheries. It behooves
government and legislative representatives to maintain regular contact with them and to seek
their participation in the decision making process.
4. Your committee encourages Government and all Islanders to be persistent in the search for
solutions to the problem of sea lettuce in Island waterways, in terms of both prevention and
remediation.
Nutrient reduction is key to prevention, and your committee would like to see more watershed
groups engage in the community-led nutrient planning process. In terms of remediation, your
committee understands that the pilot project to harvest sea lettuce was not considered
successful due to the expense involved and the rapid return of sea lettuce in harvested areas.
However, with the health of Island rivers on the line, we simply cannot afford to allow sea
lettuce to continue to accumulate unchecked. Tenacity and creativity are needed to address
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this problem, whether in developing a harvesting machine more suitable for Island waterways
or finding uses for sea lettuce as a way of offsetting the cost of harvesting it.
5. Your committee is very concerned about the impact oil exploration and extraction in the
Gulf of St. Lawrence could have on the fishery, and recommends that:
A) Government declare a moratorium on offshore oil exploration and drilling in Prince
Edward Island’s territorial waters; and
B) Government work with the governments of Canada, New Brunswick,
Newfoundland and Labrador, Nova Scotia and Quebec to determine whether these
activities should be prohibited for the Gulf in its entirety.
Your committee is wary of the petroleum exploration that may occur in the near future off the
west coast of Newfoundland. An oil spill in the Gulf of St. Lawrence would be disastrous for
many aquatic species and the people who depend on them for their livelihoods. There are
indications that even the seismic surveys carried out in exploring for offshore oil and gas are
disruptive for marine species and affect their ability to reproduce. Petroleum extraction in the
Gulf may entail jobs and profits to a degree, but fisheries employ thousands of people around
the region and have a value in the billions. It is worrisome that the development of a new,
resource-based industry in the Gulf should bring with it the potential for great harm to another
industry that has existed for generations. Even if PEI shores were untouched in the event of a
spill, we would face a difficult battle to convince the public that Island seafood products are
safe to eat and our beaches safe to visit. Several of the American states on the Gulf of Mexico
that were fortunate enough to avoid the physical impacts of the 2010 oil spill now find
consumer confidence in their seafood and tourism industries has nonetheless vanished. Your
committee is not convinced that petroleum exploration and extraction can occur in the Gulf
without a great deal of risk. The province of Quebec has already taken the initiative to impose a
moratorium on its waters east of Anticosti Island and a permanent ban for its waters to the
west. But the Gulf operates as a whole ecosystem and oil spills would not respect provincial
water boundaries. The Gulf provinces must act together to protect this extremely valuable
ecosystem that so many depend on.
Conclusion
Your committee thanks the various witnesses and organizations it met with in the past few
months, and appreciates the work they do for the benefit of PEI’s fisheries, communities and
aquatic ecosystems.
Respectfully submitted,

Sonny Gallant, MLA
Chair
Standing Committee on Fisheries, Transportation and Rural Development
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